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THE WAY. 


NOTES BY 


One might waste a great deal of time in replying to the 
infantile and frequently insincere stuff which it is the 
шош even of reputedly intelligent persons to put forward 
s arguments against psychic phenomena and the “spirit 
‘lypothesis,” What we are waiting for, and what apparently 
woshall Wait for in vain, is the criticism of a person who 
kows what he is talking about, who has made a thorough 
vestigation of the facts—the great body of them, not two 

ее апа who has read what the best writers who have 
lb the subject a life study have to say upon the question. 
м of the attacks which come under our notice are simply 
dinit is not too strong a word. They are an insult to 
ileintelligent reader, “ But," we are told, * these things 
- nid some people unless they are answered.” Frankly, 
whave little sympathy with those who are so dull as to be 
igsived by arguments the specious nature of which could 
le instantly detected by a little reflection. We are not 
1003 to win their suffrages, If they are bamboozled by 
te nonsense spoken or written against the subject, they 
шу, When their attitude is changed, be as easily gulled by 
ily nonsense put forward in its name. We have read 
mny attacks on “Raymond ” in which the signs of ignor- 
ance, malice, unscrupulousness and self-interest would be 
manifest to the eye even of an intelligent child. However, 
| “aymond " has done and is doing an incalculable amount 
of good work amongst the people for whom it was intended, 
That it has provoked screams of rage and hate and other 
хайа] symptoms of annoyance in certain quarters is a 
dar proof that it has " gone home." 


The “Times” (Literary Supplement), in a review of 
tro books recently issued against Spiritualism, one by Dr. 
WA, Mercier, the other by Colonel Cook, makes some 
АП points regarding those defects to which we have 
alla od, and refers satirically to that “half criticism” which 

en to be eked out by rhetoric," ‘This is in allusion to 
Wwntenoe in Dr. Mercier's book concerning "a miracle 
latis only half а miracle and needs to be eked out by 
means, It remarks on Dr. Mercier's admission 
hohas “ no special knowledge of the kind of phenomena 
observation," and pointsout that ће does not so much 

р the evidence asattempt to show that it cannot 

Of the second book it observes :— 

Tn ral, Colonel Cook relies upon. the simple assump- 
at the performances of mediums are conscious and 
fandulont, and that there is n well-arranged system of 
illusion between mediume for the interchange of the material 


‘* WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGHT." — Paul," 


[s Newspaper. | Price Tworence, 


for “evidence,” This greatly facilitates the task of criticism, 
but it does not tally with the experience of the practical 
investigator. 


That is quiet but stinging, And the “Times” reviewer 


observes of both books: 


There is something unsatisfying about these criticisms from 
the point of view of the sceptic and of the believer alike. 
Perhaps the trouble is that no one can criticise who has not 
experienced, We can thoroughly understand and sympathise 
with a conscientious objection to Spiritualism; but there is 
only one form that the objection can take in this scientific age. 
The objectors must study the subject as closely and carefully 
as the devotees. Otherwise they necessarily come into court 
convicted in advance of the sin of amateur criticism. 


That is a piece of advice which our critics would do well to 
take to heart, It carries the more weight, in this particular 
instance, because it comes from an impartial source. We 
hope Dr. Mercier and Colonel Cook (amongst others) will 
think it over. 


An old correspondent writes : 


A good cause suffers greater injury from the defects of its 
supporters than it can do from the opposition of its enemies. 
This may be a truism, but it is one which everyone who is 
enthusiastic about a subject needs to bear constantly in mind. 
Among the defects which prove damaging to any cause one of 
the most usual is a commonplace mind. A man or woman with 
honest intentions is an asset, but the asset loses greatly in value 
if the mind is a mediocre one. For in that case it lowers the 
subject it advocates in the estimation of those finer spirits who, 
amidst all the coarseness and low standards of the world, are 
striving to keep the windows of their souls clear and free from 
stain, who constantly desire to feed their inner life with high 
ideals and poetic aspirations. Too often those who believe (and 
rightly) that they have evidence to give of a future life and 
consolation for broken hearts, proffer their gifts with such lack 
of tact, with so much self-assertion or with such commonplace 
interpretations, that its rejection is a foregone conclusion, 


Our correspondent has touched on a question which has 
a great deal to do with the attitude of many of us towards 
propaganda of the wholesale and indiscriminate order. While 
it may be argued that coarse methods of propaganda do not 
appear to shock the minds of those on the same level as the 
propagandist, they are distinctly damaging to all efforts 
made to keep the subject on a high plane, which is the aim 
We know that 


our correspondent has no class-distinctions in mind, For 


of all who have its best interests at heart. 


it is our observation that there are many refined, sensitive, 
aspiring souls amongst persons who have had no advantages 
of birth or education, and that they are as keenly offended 
by crude and boorish methods as their fellows in higher 
social grades. 
* * * LI 

Our correspondent suggests a remedy which nowadays 

is less a counsel of perfection than it might appear : 


How is an essentially commonplace mind to be converted 
to a different attitude Р It is likely to be blind to its own 
defects, how can it be made to see ? Perhaps there is one 
remedy, and only one. If true Love visits such a one illumina- 
tion will follow, Love for one may make a commonplace mind 
far-seeing, and may upraise it; but love for our kind may do this 
also, St, Paul's wonderful description of Love shows what it 
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THE GARNERING OF THE HARVEST, 


New Михалок anv Irs FRUIT 


As announced elsewhere the very effective reply made by 
Ould to the charge that Spiritualism is of 
It con- 


quite sufficient to 


ied in pamphlet form 
and argumenta 
unprejudiced re uler that the charge i: equally 
ut! that to a large extent we 


attenti 


gr 
m what we 


ons, whether of good or of ill, are 
from within before they are learned from without 


in agency of evil as well as of good 


we bring to it much of what we find in it, We may see the 
vision of God and hear His voice in Nature or w« may discern 
in her face only the reflection of our own unquiet moods and 
hear from her lips merely the echoes of our own prejudices 


Some may discover nothing in all the phenomena 


and passion 


connected with our movement save the agency of the evil one 


Bir Arthur 


Mr. Fielding 


Conan Doyle, in his appreciative introduction to 


Ould's pamphlet, finds, оп the contrary, a spiritual 


revelation which " one of the greatest events in the history 
f the ld and 1 cannot conceive of any more fruitful 
work for one w desires the advancement of the real spirit 
I ' ion u t | 1 
This new message from the unseen and the eternal contains 
much which, without destroying our old creeds, must at least 
modify and clarify them, and no one can do this work better 
than those who search for the necessary formulm with a reverence 
for the old well as with a mind that is open to the new 
People, especially earnost and educatod people, bave long been 


wthodoxy because, а 


presented to them, 
It had 
But now there come 


of the 


forms and 


drifting away fre 


it offended whole sense of justice and morality 


their 


become в pertect nightmare of nnreason 
these voicos fr 


inderstandings 


m the bey nd explaining away some 


grosser m ind shearing through 


ceremonies right down to the essential spiritual roots of the 


і 


even their existence bave been forgotten 


ave been во covered over that their meaning and 


We understand that 


matter whicl 


these spirita of the beyond can no more define Deity than a 
man standing one rung up а ladder can explain the sun to а 
man who stands apon the ground But one rung up the ladder 
gives a broader view, and when we have learned all that ean be 
seen from there, it ia | ible that yet another rung may be 
attained Wo have enough in the new revelation to carry ua 
on for seme centuries before we exhaust it, and it will mark the 
atrongest upward heave since the days of the reatest spirit 
who has over ended. Т parth 
It ia t re { le w attracta me It ia human and 
practical, and innat weave iteelf deeply int our daily lives As 
to the evidential and phe na le upon which the validity 
{the messa ta, it haa beer thorou£ pr 1 that it 
tooma to ! i moro ла! f timo t nti this lir 4 work 
No amount negat ut и fraudulent. mediumas 
(auraly tho i ar t anil leat f n of fraud in the world) 
an over affect the posit ilta obtained by auch a cloud of 
witnesses, If the dofinite tost ny of Crookes, Wallace, Lodge 


William James, Charles Richet, Lomb 


Barrett, Myers, 


Gurney, Hod n, Stead and so many mor: 11 not carry соп 
vietion, what additional evidence likely to d T Aro 
groator nar noedod more of them, what Payohica 
Wosoarch ha | my pinion, done ite work and the time 

ome to garner t harvest whieh for |» many years it has 

moat pationtly sowing That harvest is essentially a religious 
one, reconciling reason and religion, whieh have been divorced 
во long, and yet are во essential to ea h other 


DR. CRAWFORD'S EXPERIMENT 


н} CANTILEVEI DingcT Ac 
By tHe Ri CHARI L. "Туу Т 
l'he experiments of Dr. Crawford аге of deep int 
form a very useful series of great value as ¢ 
reality of the forces involved. The elal tion of t 
tilever ' theory has had the effect, howeve r, of d t 
tion mainly to the uchan le, and it would ! 
greatly to be regretted if this merely mec! 


chiefly associated with Dr. Crawford's experiments, 1 

matters we are not dealing m« rel y with pure ly mechanical f 

capable of reduction to formulm, and of being expre 

equation, as when we calculate an orbit or determine t 

in an iron bridge, but we are dealing with living per 
bodies of a much more ethereal nature the: 


occupying 
material human body, but still capable of acting, directly 
indire tly, upon matter as we know it. 

There are, broadly speaking, two ways in which we, & 
beings on the material plane, apply force to surrounding í 
1. The direct method, by the actual contact of our bodies 


method, by the employment of 


the 't, which is the general one employed; 2. The 


ome intermediate ag 


convey the power connected with our own personality 


it will be found by a careful examination of the volu 


records of psychic phonomena that these two met 
good on the spirit plane among the " discarnate,” as wit 
We must not forget that there is a spiritual or spirit bodys 
This spirit body, though of ay 


rarefied nature, still has substance and is still material int 


well as a natural body. 


sense that it is composed of rarefied matter. 

If I wish to move a table I can either lay hold of itwit 
my hands and push or pull it (the direct method) or I can pa 
it away with a stick or pull it to me with a cord (the inding 
method), I have had full proof from } 
my own house that both these methods 
spirit people, and that the operation: and actions in spirit & 
are just as real and natural as those in this life of the grom 
I have heard many theories advanced to t 
of earth save thr 7 
sounds save througl 


relations with matt 


henomena oí 


are employed byt 


material body 
effect that spirits cannot see the 
the cannot hear 
medium's enter 
save through the medium's body. 

Such theories I believe to be absolutely false, 
the result of my perience and acquaintance witht 
literature of the subject, but also from what 
me. We must not forget that the spirit body is also materia 
rarefied indeed, but material. 

Of the two methods of moving gross material obje 
tioned above, the indirect method is evidently that associated к 
the phenomena of telekinesis, whereby objects are moved 
forces exerted through, or abstracted from, the medium's body 


often, but not always, associated with his or her own pers 
зг ог less degree This indirect met 


method referred to em 


scenes 


medium's eyes, 


ears, cannot into any 


not ошу и 


own ox 
spirits have 1 


and sensations in grea 
evidently includes the 


' cantilever ' 


cially in Dr, Crawford's investigations. 7 indirect met] 
however, is only one method, and that the more mechasie 
too far, or its om 


must guard against pushing it 
in danger of 
Crawford hay 


and we 
losing sight 


elaboration, otherwise we are 


spirit personality in mere 
has formed the conclusion that spirit operator 
matter of regret if a 


mechanism Dr 
are behind t 


phenomena, but it would be a pu 


mechanical theory bocame chiefly associated with his expe 


ments, A full consideration of the whole field of pay 

phenomena, especially that of materialisation, shows (М 
the direct method is often used by spirit people, | 
my own house spirits have been seen to pick up article 
carry them some distance, and then put them dow 


joota have been thrown by them and taken uj 
of times articles of furniture be 
moved іп several of the upper rooms when the medium anda 


l'his has son 


Мао many o 


usod Score have heavy 


the persona in the house were in the basement 
times happened when the medium was out of the hotise and many 
mild acconnt for 


mile away Obviously no cantilever « thew 


things. Some time ago I was told by a clairvoyant who has se 
the wonderful phenomena at the Goligher circle that the # 
people eould be elairvoyantly seen to lift the table on occas 


ord 


phenomena ma 


atement is certainly in ac with many previ 


observations of payolic һу reputable witnesses 
anil indicate that telokinoti methods are not 
the only ones employed by the spirit operators 


would seem to 


| 


| 
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Some scientific objectors to life after death have claimed 
list the dissolution of the nerve cells and atoms, when death 
tomes, necessarily terminates the soul life, which they allege is 
the inner aspect or mind side of the atoms. 

eontention was that there is no soul body and no place for 
i -1n 1914 I had pleasure in sending to Licut a resumé of an 
idein " Harper's Magazine," in which Мг, James Thompson 
by, PhD., called attention to the discontinuity of matter 
mi the well-established gaps between the atoms in living 
" showing that even while a man lives and breathes he is 
шу їп dissolution and yet lives on. 


In a word, 


To quote and con- 


The interspaces between atoms are so preponderant that 
at of the cubic contents of a brain only a few hundredths 
sist of material particles. Оп the theory of materialistic 
ponism (that the consciousness is an aggregate of the mind 
E these isolated atoms) how is it possible for the thou- 
of speechless atoms in a brain (so widely separated and 
Еше of telephones or other mechanism of mental com- 
imiation) to be able to unite thought with thought ? 
Treply that on well-established scientific grounds every 
ormed thinker must be a dualist, He can vindicate 
only in interpreting the atoms as derived forms of 
shing immaterial. Every modern physicist knows that in 
buman body there is something more subtle than matter; 
d without this “something more” he could not see, nor feel 
ator pressure, nor be aware of an electric current. ‘There is 
шїї; in every human being that occupies far more space 
wall its corporeal particles, something which forms a con- 
mus substance, imponderable, invisible, active, and in its 
qualities quite opposite to matter, and which, therefore, is 
e ly fitted to serve as the seat of continued life. 
К. bat is this? Is not the description just given almost a 
ERROR of that inter-atomic ether whose existence every 
ЈЕСИ: astronomer and electrician acknowledges ? It has 
«n discovered that the supposed solid and indivisible atoms 
Л neither wholly nor primarily material. They аге dis- 
linious clusters, chiefly composed of swarms of revolving 
nents called electrons, no nearer together (to quote Sir 
Hint Lodge) than "a thousand grains of sand scattered 
ita church.” Of the cubic contents of a human form 
#y-nine parts out of a hundred are occupied by etheric or 
Met al substance accompanied at considerable intervals by 
Matomic dots that supply the illusion of solidity.” 


‘The writer refers to the “spiritual imponderable sub- 
inlum" as " mentiferous ether," and adds: 


his supposition relieves the conception of the human spirit 
Mho familiar objection that 16 is an unsubstantial entity. 
luces an element which by its diffusion through the 
wm puts the soul into relation with all the material parts. 
ims the opponent of materialism from supposing a mira- 

— origin for the soul by a divine creation out of non- 
mity. For this mentiferous ether organism, which is the 
ematerial substratum of the soul, may reasonably be inferred 
ea normal specialisation of the cosmic ether-ocean that fills 
nomic space, and which is the ultimate source of mundane 
my, forming, indeed, what may be ealled the body of the 
spirit. 
fhe writer proceeds to refer to the “ soul body " as a " non- 
substance, an active, coherent, continuous and con- 
energy not liable to be destroyed or rendered powerless 
idecomposition of the material body. When the earthly 
mies to the body this psychic etheric organism may 
itself to some more favourable environment . . .” 
1 thus scientists are at last finding the spiritual body. 
ny object in reproducing the substance of the article of 

to show how the vision of the physicists is gradually 

for, having as above discovered the spiritual body, 

are now locating its habitat. I condense the following 

т article in the number of the " Literary Digest " (New 
| for June 9th, 1017, which quotes from the address. of 
D. Carmichael, printed in "Science" (New York) 


н: 
enm it was customary to assume that Nature is 
Í ee eas in her manifestations, As long as wo 


7n that hypothesis the infinitesimal calculus is the 


> 


ч 


CIG EDT: 


elected honorary members: Madame К, 
Lilian Whiting and Dr. J. M. Peebles. 


in the im 


natural tool to be employed 
But in the early years 
scientific thought has 

new situation of a rather astonishing 
assumption of the continuity of Na 
have well founded. 
tinuities in Nature turn out to 
they must, then the differential eq 
place as the most important tool of 


been nnexpect 


been 
tion will prot 
applied mat 
To some natural scientists it has seemed 


moorings 3 


Jut we might as well make up our r 
It seems almost certain that even 
done up in pellets to which we have given the name of 


the situation. 


That heat also comes m quanta seems prob 
not unlikely that we are on the verge of 
thing in Nature as essentially discontinuous.' 

A few years ago such a paragraph as tł 
have been thought a piece of nonsense ; 
likely to be charged with repeating something a 
the point of weariness 


18 fe regomng 


now the author 


ready heard t« 


Professor Carmichael goes on to say: " We shall 


the task of finding means of studying phenom 
exactly in consonance with the new unflerlying i You will 
probably ask in what direction we d the 


requisite mathematical tools and when we can expect to have 


them ready. It may be answered that the mathematicians 


were beforehand with a partially dev 


loped tool which will 
probably serve the purpose." 


$ 


The Professor refers to a new aspect of mathematics whi 


he terms "difference equations," "no exposition of 


exists in the literature, as throwing light on the investigation of 
discrete phenomena” and “having to do with a more funda- 
mental and far-reaching use of mathematics than any concep- 
tion yet made. If there is a hypothetical substructure 


of the Universe uniform under all the diverse phenom 


would appear there must be some means of ascertaining what 
it is and of giving it a mathematical expression and body 
At last the scientists have arrived at the borders of the infi- 
Having dis 
the spiritual body, they are now uncovering its envir 
It was the writer's privileg 
the University of California that heard Professor Milliken, of 


nite and are knocking at the outer gates 
ant 


to be one of a large audience at 


the University of Chicago, distinguished as being the first 
п, tell how he did it. 


He gave photographs of the elaborate instruments and described 


physicist to isolate and measure an electr 


the wonderful process in detail, even giving the equations so 


that mathematicians could check the work. He said the results 


“even the wayfa might know,” and 


were so definite that 
declared the Chicago physicists had not « nly firmly established 
the discontinuity of matter, but added that even « lectricity was 
granular. 

Religion has long contended for a spiritual body and a 
spiritual world, and in finding that the physical body is discon- 
tinuous and there must be an etheric form underneath to shape 
and relate the disconnected atoms through which it is function- 
ing, and that matter is likewise discontinuous, also calling fora 
“substructure of the universe under all the diverse pheno- 
mena,” it has remained for the physicists at last to give religious 
faiths the terms of substance. 

San Francisco. 


MR. DAVID WILSON'S INVENTION, 


Mr. David Wilson, being on a visit to London, has called at 
this office. He informs us that he has received his discharge 
from the army, and is now free to continue his experiments in 
the direction of what we are given on excellent authority to 
understand are likely to be tremendously important discoveries 
along the line of the supraphysical forces. Mr. Wilson is 
not eonfining himself solely to these activities, however, but is 
engaged in literary and dramatic work. He promises to com- 
municate to us for publication in Ілонт any fresh develop- 
ments in his various inventions which he may have to report. 


n 


AT the recent Council meeting for the election of officers 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, tho following were re- 
D'Espérance, Miss 
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THE ETERNAL COMEDY. 


There is probably no subject before the world to-day in 
which the eternal comedy of life is so manifest as this sub- 
ject of Spiritualism, Psychical Research, Human Survival 
of Death—call it what you will. It is the most important 
of all questions, and consequently (until quite lately) it 
was the object of popular derision and of scientific contempt. 
Squabbling sects ceased for a time their occupation of 
throwing mud at each other for the more congenial pastime 
of pelting its followers. People who were disturbed about 
the matter ran for the doctor, called in the clergyman, or 
The Press, dutifully fulfilling its 
mission of recording only that which (it imagines) the public 


shouted for the police. 


is willing to hear, looked up at intervals, said jn Spooks ! " in 
а contemptuous voice—and returned to its regular pursuits. 
The pious members of the community wrote and spoke 
and sang of souls triumphant over death, of angels and 
ministering spirits, of the communion of saints; and when 
nssured that all these things were absolutely and actually 
true, were inexpressibly shocked. Тһе atheist and the 
materialist “new 


harangued derisively concerning the 


superstition,” and, finding themselves supported by the 
applause of the pious, laughed sardonically. 16 was really 
an excellent joke that their old opponents should so un- 
suspiciously assist them in the work on which they were 
to the old 


opponents! Now and again, however, it happened that some 


engaged, because that work boded no good 
of the religions-minded, seeing a little further than the rest, 
became aware that there was a substantial reality behind 
what 


the " new superstition," and not knowing exactly 


else to do began to shout " Devils!” as lustily as they 
could, whereupon the materialists were moved to greater 
mirth than ever, It was clear that their old enemies of the 
religious world were even bigger fools than at first seemed 
possible, Just as materialism had duped them into assist 
ing it in destroying the foundations of their own Church, 
out fly some of them to proclaim that in this mass of 


psychice "jugglery and nonsense” they could discern 


the cloven hoof of Beelzebub. If ever the materialist 
might have felt justified in setting up as a first-class Cynic 
it was then. For amid the mirth inspired by the spectacle 
of theology, after scouting the preposterous idea of spirits, 
seizing again on its still more preposterous “ Devil," it 
must have seemed to the materialist that his work of estab 
lishing reason, order and sanity on earth was likely to be a 
very long job 

But the philosophical Spiritualist maintained his com 
posure, Шо saw a little more both his 


elearly than 


EIGH T. 
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opponents, and knew that he would eventually arrive at a 
point when both would have to join him or be left hope 
lessly behind. 

The idea behind our movement has grown and is grow 
ing apace. ‘The starved waif of former years is becoming 
a lusty youth; Oliver 'lwist, indeed, seems to be nearing 
He is out of the 


workhouse now, and has survived the attempt to keep hin 


the close of his earlier misfortunes, 
on a low diet of gruel; Mrs. Mann (who may stand for the 
general public) has failed to kill him by a course of cruelty 
and neglect, and he has had that spirited combat with Noah 
Claypole (who may represent, and very appropriately, the 
materialist). He is breaking away from his enforel 
association with the Artful Dodger, Fagin, Mr. Charley 
Bates, Bill Sykes and the rest of that picturesque company 
who so ardently desired to use him as a tool in their trade 
of plunder. But Monks is still in the background concert 
ing dark schemes for his undoing. He has still to beware 
of that sinister figure, whose schemes have included the 
device of trying to get him ruined in bad company, bribing 
Mr. Bumble in 


legitimacy, and other machinations. 


order to destroy the evidences of his 
Dickens’ story fits in 
very aptly with some of the circumstances of the career of 
our young Science; we could almost make a parable of it, 
and when we say that Monks still lurks in the background, 
those who know the story of Oliver Twist and the story of 
Spiritualism will have no difficulty in seizing the allusion, 
Both stories are comedies, for a comedy is that repe 
sentation of life in 
instead of being conquered by it. 
in the story which is still unfinished, but we have no hesi: 


which the hero conquers his fate 
This implies a prophesy 


tation in venturing on prophecy in this matter. “And s 
Truth evades all attempts to extinguish or subdue it, the 
whole career of Mankind may be called a Comedy, a Divine 
Comedy in which all the tragedies are finally swallowed up, 


STATIONARY WILL-O’-THE-WISPS. 


Mr. T. Alfred Kennion, of The Maples, Hoddesdon, Herts, 
writes :— 

І am investigating the cause of this hitherto unexplained 
phenomenon, and would be glad to get into communication with 
any of your readers who may have seen such a light, or who 
may know of others who have seen it. 

As a guide, I would say that the following are some of th 
points on which I would like information :— 


1. Location and description of spot where light was seen, 

2. Approximate date and brief account of the circumstance 
under which it was seen. 

З. What information there is as to its having been seen ly 
yourself or others on other occasions. 

4, What local traditions are there regarding the spt? 
—especially as regards “ hauntings " or psychic phenomena, 

5. Height, extension, colour, and duration of light, 

6. Any other details that might be interesting or useful for 
the purpose indicated, 


THE MEREST DOT WITHIN A DOT, 


Most of us are inclined to regard this world as a pretty bi 
place, but a scientist and astronomer on the other side of tht 
Atlantie, Mr. John Brashear, tells us in an article in " The 
American Magazine” that if a cube 1-7,000th of an inch in 
diameter were tossed into Lake Erie (the area of which i 
10,000 square miles) it would occupy the same relative spact 
in that great inland sea that our earth occupies in a universë 
terminating at the nearest star, Alpha Centauri, and extending 
a similar distance from our sun in all directions, Such a uni 
vorse, he states, contains fifteen thousand six hundred and 


twenty-five undecillion miles (the figures would be expres 
by 15,625 followed by thirty-six ciphers !), but it is only m 
infinitesimal dot in the actual universe. 
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SPIRITUALISM AND ITS CRITICS, 


Ах Oursipsr’s View. 


п Ез G. Ronerrs, М.А. (Oxon) (formerly Scholar of 
Jesus College). 


“T'll use you for my mirth, yea, for my laughter, 
When you are waspish,” 
—* Julius Cæsar,” Act IV,, Scene HI 


"am not a Spiritualist, though the earnest missionary 
wimvours of the “Daily Mail" almost persuaded me to seek 
ission into the brotherhood. Lack of opportunity has 
nvented me from investigating the phenomena of the séance 
wm, and, as a matter of fact, | am not very anxious to do so. 
Mi the other hand, I have had much personal experience of 
Mntaneous phenomena, and I have read with considerable 
m the works of Myers, Crookes, Wallace, Lodge, Tweedale, 
Hyslop, Funk, Miss Bates, Crawford, and a good many other 
Tam not a scientist, but as a logician I was con- 
D. G. Ritchie and William Wallace to be among the 
men of my year at Oxford, and the study of evidence has 
an a hobby of mine. 

result of the reading 1 have mentioned has been to 
in me the belief that the Spiritualists had madé out a 
good case indeed. "The evidence seems well attested, the 
ions appear to be cautiously made—very cautiously in- 
‘in many instances. Still I should much like to see a 
sionate statement of the arguments on the other side. 
No sich statement has appeared, and I can only say that if it 

isnot forthcoming the case must go by default. 
It is the outrageous unfairness, to say nothing of the 
ity, of recent attacks upon Sir Oliver Lodge that calls 
orth this letter from me. They violate the very first rules 
equity, And I confess that І am exasperated by the sheer 
су of the controversialists. The experience of a stormy life 
ш made me somewhat weary of the hectoring of the incom- 
and, like Rider Haggard’s negro, I “ suffer fools badly.” 
f the very first rules of justice is that in an inquiry no 
evidence should be suppressed. The mob of anti- 
tualists are doing their utmost to divert the attention of 
aders from the material fact of the case. With one 
and one mind they concentrate their stink-pots, which, 
gh not very deadly, are offensive to a degree, upon Sir 
Lodge, as though Spiritualism stood or fell on his merits 
lone, Of course, it suits them to doso. But the flagrant dis- 
еу of their method must be unsparingly exposed. The 
miterial fact is the great mass of evidence of which Sir Oliver's 
a part, and, indeed, but a very small part. "This mass of 
tworded phenomena is by this time enormous, Add to this that 
he Spiritistic hypothesis not only gives a fairly satisfactory ex- 
on of these, but also affords at any rate glimpses of coher- 
between them and phenomena of a spontaneous nature 
have occurred in our own day, and with similar occur- 
corded in histories which must be regarded as, on the 
liable, Taking these considerations together, it is clear 
case for the main tenets of Spiritualism is immensely 


This groat material fact is universally suppressed by critics 
“Enquirer ” type, and it is the one which must be con- 


antly kept before the eyes of the unprejudiced. I take it 

it no logician would be convinced by the evidence of Sir Oliver 

or that of any solitary individual who might be named. 

is quite a different matter when it fits into its place with 

material afforded by all sorts and conditions of men and 
wn, from world-famous naturalists to obscure mechanics, 

nquirer," of course, and his allies of the “Daily Mail” 

mere boobies, and it is as difficult to find logie in their 

fers as it would be to find the coherence of sentences in 

dorf. But there are more ambitious assailants of the great 

sh physicist. I have before me in a review by the 

юку Dispatch 2 certain extracts from a book by Dr. C. A. 

i described as a “mental expert" and stated to be a 

ity at London Medical Schools. Тһе title of 

piritualism and Sir Oliver Lodge.” I have hinted 

irmous field of phenomena with which Spiritualism is 

d. Let us note how readily this gentleman deals with 


LIGHT. 
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them on the strength of a few supposed analogies from the 


lunatic asylum, Patients hear messages from spirits —of course 


these messages cannot be genuine, Spiritualists hear messages 
from spirits—equally of course the messages are not genuine, 
Conclusion Spiritualists are insane, 

Of course the doctor does not put his theories into this clear- 
eut form. "l'hese critics never do. They imply and insinuate, 
but they will not state a case, These are prudent tactics, 
for any case I have seen implied by them could be pounded to 
pieces by the heavy artillery available on the opposite side 
But so far as I can make out, this is, at any rate, a partial 
representation of what he means. If this is not his meaning, 
why drag in the reference to insanity ? 

The argument is faulty—to use the logical term, the 
middle is not distributed. And as a matter of fact, an up-to- 
date alienist might be quite prepared to argue that some people 
confined as insane are really clairaudient. Miss Katharine 
Bates could enlighten the doctor on this point. 

Our critic, it would seem, does not deal in statements, He 
asks questions. It is a very common procedure among the 
advocates of bad causes, for there is no easier method of slip- 
ping in a petitio principii, Two or three insinuations may be 
made in quite a short question, such as the following; ~ What 
reliance can be placed upon a man who can write and publish 
such statements as," &e, Then the writer quotes certain pas- 
sages from " Raymond” which describe the alleged action of a 
table in the drawing-room at Mariemont. 

This is clearly tantamount to a statement that Sir Oliver's 
testimony is unreliable. The doctor allows that Sir Oliver is not 
dishonest. It therefore follows that the story is true, or else 
that the narrator ie deluded. If deluded, he is either a lunatic 
or a fool of the very first water. No one else could be so deluded 
at the end of twenty-four years’ experience of such matters, 
Will the doctor commit himself to some definite statement 
instead of proceeding by insinuation? Meanwhile, I shall 
throw some light on the intellectual capacity of the critic 
himself. 

When conducting examinations at a great university centre 
in India, I used with much unction to give out a solemn notice 
before distributing the papers, “ Will gentlemen kindly read the 
questions before answering them ?” And Ilong at times to be 
able to apply " something humorous but lingering” to the people 
who criticise what they have never taken the trouble to under- 
stand, 

The whole history of these strange happenings is contained 
in four pages of “ Raymond,” 221-224—plain, straightforward 
English, and good print—yet the doctor has misrepresented it, 
He has not noticed the description at the beginning of a 
narrative, and, quite unpardonably, made no reference to the 
note at the end, 


fact of the case. Anyone would suppose that it is Sir Oliver 


He has therefore suppressed the material 


himself who attests the record, and as his evidence is already 
“suspect” to the opponents of Spiritualism, it would be to 
them of very little value indeed, — Ae material fact is that the 
record is not attested by Sir Oliver at all, but by Lady Lodge, 
who declares that it took place in the presence of herself and 
eight other persons, nine witnesses in all, ‘The distinction is, 
of course, most important, and the failure to observe it marks 
tho critic as a singularly bad judge of evidence, Ho is not fit 
to sit on a coroner's jury, А man who claims to be competent 
to override on his own authority the conclusion reached in a 
very intricate field of investigation by a scientist of world- 
wide fame after the labours of nearly twenty-five years should 
certainly be able to read correctly four pages of simple English, 
and draw aceurate inferenoes from what he reads, 

It is worth carrying on the matter a little further. The 
incident is as well attested as anything can be. There are nine 
witnesses whose evidence at an ordinary trial would be con- 
sidered conclusive. How is the doctor to break down their 
testimony? Criticising dullards is dull work, so I relieve my 
mind by suggesting to him that he should try to establish an 
" alloy-bi," as recommended by "Топу Wellor, Really, if he is 
determined to prove that the incident never took placo, I see 
nothing else for him to do, Of course he will declare that it 
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0. but that is akae tho mahon: Why 
Ї B t is possible, W impossible 
things do not happé T! the good old 
t 1 But it w d Such thing happen 
There are plenty I ents t k | re le n the text 
books of Spiritualism. But I need not to the tall. I 
have first-hand evidence of a case much more striking than 
anything recorded in “Raymond,” and its value from an 
evidential point of view is much higher. I say “much h 


because there was no contact of any kind and the motions of 
the table—a heavy one | pendent 


Further, it took place, not in the 


were more 


Ist of 


happier expression I must call a “friendly cir 
presence of three witnesses, two of whom were bitterly hostile, 


He 


an intimate friend—a man of the highest 


and a third a clergyman summoned to exorcise the spirit 


is my informant 
integrity, strong in his opposition to Spiritualistic practices, 
equally strong in his conviction that the manifestations were 
genuine, I have also investigated another case, not so striking 
but no less well authenticated 

The doctor's natural unwillingness to read what he criticises 
has landed him into a perfectly lovely position as a target for 
the 
" are the most competent to deal with Spiritualistic phenomena.’ 
With physica. 


have thought a highly-trained engineer equally capable. 


the scornful. “ Professional conjurers," says wise man, 
phenomena possibly they are, though I should 
But 
the doctor is supposed to be criticising Sir Oliver Lodge, not 
Dr. Crawford or Mr. Carrington, and what has Sir Oliver to do 
Nothing at all, so far as his two 
see the statement at the top of 


In these volumes he is dealing almost 


with physical phenomena ? 
great books are concerned 
p. 218 of " Raymond.’ 
exclusively with very intricate mental phenomena. Imagine 
ain called in to aid in the 
*ts in the 


an unfortunate professor of /egerder 


war inst the occult, and set down to study the fe 


Faunus Episode” in " Raymond " or “ The Ear of 
Dionysus" as recorded by Mr. Gerald Balfour. 
Why not a contortionist at once ? 
of fun in th 


expert " turne d critic 


case of the " 
A conjurer ! 
teally for a perfect figure 
to a " mental 


intellectual field commend me 


Dr. Mercier has not, however, even yet reached his limit. 
Mark Twain relates how on one occasion he (the humorist, not 
the physician) was described by a candid friend as " the very 
last possibility in the way of an ass.” The judgment was pre- 
And it must be one of the others 


who is responsible for the following queries 


mature: " there are others.' 


|. " Does he (O. L.) believe in witeheraft and in the confes- 
sions, all much to the same purpose, all cross-correspondences 
made by innumerable witehes in different centuries and in 
different countries 


“Tf he does not, on what ground does he believe in the 


utterances of mediums In what respect is the testimony of 


a medium more credible and more entitled to credence than 


that of a witel 

Really I must be charitable enough to suppose that there is 
some misquotation here. Surely even a " mental expert " should 
have a little rospect for the laws of language even if he dispenses 
with the laws of thought. But the meaning is not entirely 
obscure, and your readors will readily observe that the writer 
begs the whole of witeheraft and Spiritualism. 1 
What 1 to note is the 


extraordinary manner in which he expecta a scientific 


question 


shall not dwell upon that point I wis 
man to 
deal with two subjects, any one branch of which might form a 


separate study for a man of suprom: ability and ample leisure, 


For " different centuries " read " different millenniums for 
“different countries” read "all known countries," and we shall 
have some faint idea of the magnitude of the field to be 


The phenomena are be wildering and elusive, and, 
Yet Dr. 


Могсіог commends this unbounded field of research to Sir Oliver 


traversed 


avoording to the doetor himself, they are innumerable 


a holiday task to a careless 
in the 
uu 


After exhausting the problems of witcheraft ho is to 


of a head-master assigning 


in the tone 


school-hoy look up tho subject vacation and 


have a comprohonsive analysis ready by beginning of 


term 


prepare some brief but conclusive explanation of Spiritualism 
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i 


mbine his information" and 
Mercier, wl 


, and untrammelled by t 


submit t 


correction Di 


> his teacher for 


laws of thought, will then pronounce judgment on Sir Oliver 
It is pleasing to note that on « 
Mr. J. Arthur Hill. 


"it is curious how apparently unscientific is an educated man, 


he 


Mercier 


Both, so it seems, agroe that 


ne point Dr is in 


accord with 
even in our modern times, when goes outside his own 
particular province.” 

As coming from the critic, this dictum has in it a decidedly 
humorous flavour. Не has himself illustrated the point in a 
perfectly satisfactory manner, and I am thoroughly convinced 
of its accuracy. If, however, it is presented as a statement of 
a generallaw, I would again borrow a phrase from Sherlock 
Holmes and reply, "There are others." But before enlarging 
on the doctrine itself may I question its relevancy ? 

I believe I am correct in stating that Sir Oliver Lodge has 
devoted to the study of Spiritualism the greater part of his 
leisure for nearly twenty-five years. If so, then I should 
imagine that in formulating an opinion on psychic matters he 
is just a&much within his province as certain critics are outside 
it. Further, that as Principal of a University he has acquired 
considerable knowledge of human nature. ‘This is by no means 
an unimportant factor when the veracity of witnesses is involved, 

As to the itself others.” It 


is by no means universally true. It was an organist, not 


dictum well—" there are 
professional astronomer, who discovered Uranus and enlarged 
man’s conceptions of the starry heavens. It was a barrister 
who shared with Dollond the invention of the achromatic tele- 
scope, and solved a problem which had bafiled Newton? A curate 
first observed a transit of Venus, and in quite recent times some 
of the ablest votaries of the telescope have been country clergy- 
men. An accountant was the most indefatigable and most 

streams. The pages of the 
the British Astro- 


nomical Association” to the present day reveal how men engaged 


successful discoverer of meteoric 


" English Mechanic” or the Journal of 
in the profession by which they earn their bread, can yet con- 
to the 
sublimest departments of knowledge. 


tribute no small share advancement of one of the 
Your readers would 
recognise among them the Rev. Charles L. Tweedale. 
Psychical Research is the youngest, as Astronomy is the 
oldest, of the sciences, yet it may already show among its 
votaries men as gifted and as devoted as the noblest lover of 
planet or of star. Amid the infinitely elusive and perplexing 
phenomena of the occult, the observations of Myers and Lodge 
have been as patient as those of ''ycho, Herschell, or Schwabe: 
their inductions as cautious as those of Kepler or Copernicus: 
their sphere, as it is more difficult, so it is grander than that of 
Newton or Laplace: their telescope, imperfect though it still 
may be with its chromatism and its aberrations, has brought 
at any rate appreciably nearer to our ken glorious worlds 
hitherto barely glimpsed by the tear-dimmed eye of faith: they 
have made more real, were it but for a few kindred souls, the 
misty vision of the King in His beauty: they have revived 
in many a mourner, desolate and forlorn, the once almost 
fainting hope that their loved ones are safe in a land which is, 
after all, not so very far off: great ones themselves of intellect, 
mighty men of heart, they have lavished on the simple and tho 
discouraged the toil of their brain, and the travail of their 
soul: men and women sick of the shams of a sordid sphere will 
their 


swine that turn and rend the bringer of goodly pearls, 


welcome offerings with deep-felt sober joy: it is the 


І рани not call myself a mystic, but I dare to creep towards 
a truth that was old before the morning stars shouted for joy, 
and if mysticism be an endeavour to find God at first hand, 
independently of all theological and philosophical claims, thon 
the humblest may grope for the light trailed by the pure in 
heart. О, Lewis HIND. 

Aarnotoay.— Mr. D. W. Erskine, of Sandy Cross, Heathfield, 
“ Perhaps it may interest those unfamiliar with 
this subject. to learn what Professor Huxley wrote of it, vix, 


Sussex, writes: 


So I think astrology is a science in во far ая it professes to 
reason logically from principles established by just inductive 
methods,’ " 


August 4, 1917.) 


SPIRITUALISM ON 


TYNESIDE. 


Spiritualism has attained a vigorous growth in South Shields, 
wire there are three active societies to help inquirers and to 
Jweminnte the elevating truths of the “New Dispensation,” 
Mnatecent Sunday two of the ablest apostles of the cause in 
theNorth—Messrs. ҮҮ. Н. Robinson and J. Rutherford—visited 
the town, the former speaking at the Fowler-street centre and 

platter in the upper room, Cambridge-street. At the Cam- 
Indge-street meeting the chair was occupied by the president of 
the society, Mr. Graham. Mr. Rutherford dealt at considerable 
Ш with the subject of Health, and the art of healing by 

ignetism and natural agencies, and his practical lesson was 
ppreciated by a large and intelligent company. Health, he 

id, Was of immense significance. The “internal heaven " of 
[00 who had wilfully and persistently broken the health laws 

they might imagine, not rich in beauty or splendour. If, 

@rore, there was a meagre heaven within the soul, there 

nl Certainly be no fine vision of beauty without. The 

ше Harmony doubtless found spirits of this type some- 
unsuseeptible to His divine rays. 16 was not enough, Mr. 
ord believed, that the idea of immortality was merely 

cepted by the intellect; it must be felt in the deeper or reli- 
jus nature. Our duty, consequently, was to instruct the 
ple on the bearing of the quality of this life upon the status 

@ soul hereafter. Modern physiology taught that artificial 

doholic stimulants caused early shrinking of the brain and 

as age crept on, while healthy people who abstained from 

ts remained fit and mentally clear to a very advanced 

life, It was a colossal error to be so hypnotised by 

ils of a trade or profession as to neglect the harmonious 

dlopment of the brain as a whole. We must broaden our 

tal horizon, and by cultivating many intellectual interests, 
Ш especially hygiene, open new roads to the spirit. 


SEANCE NOTES. 


During May two lady friends and I had a sitting of most 
ixtraordinary interest in a room in an hotel under quite in- 
nt conditions, also neither of the two ladies had ever sat 
With a professional medium before. Mrs. X., the medium, after 
ving in her normal waking state some excellent clairvoyant 
роп, said that a man behind her wished to speak. She 
then went into a deep trance. All three of us were really 
amio to hear about a missing officer, the husband of one, 
LR, but of this Mrs. X. was quite unaware, never 
ing heard of the lady, nor of her family, even when the 
ng was arranged, When entranced, Mrs. X. kept moving 
right hand over Mrs. R.’s left one, but could not speak, 
ffroaning, and her features became masculine in their out- 
м 1 then asked the spirit if he would nod at the right 
mof the alphabet, if I spoke them aloud in order to find 
identity. To this he consented by a nod, and then 
mained still until X got to the letters “R” and then “ E," 
wither of which are those in the missing oflicer's names. After 
finding that the spirit’s name was “Robert,” I put my hand 
the medium's head, intending thereby to ease his suffering, 
wien suddenly, in a gruff man's voice, we heard the words, 
Wid and clear, “ Help the Major! Save the Major!” 
Tmust here remark that we had been talking of the ofticer 
his shortened Christian name, and that Mrs. X. had never 
vin heard that there was an oflicer in question. After some 
imtioning, the voice proceeded to tell us that Major R. was 
in the open,” not in a prison (he was “missing " opposite the 
itks), and coughed badly, Mrs. R. recognised the cough as 
‘induced in her husband by too much smoking. “R. E." 
dus he had been the officer's groom (the “pawing” 
ow being apparently intended to suggest a horse). He 
7 sid that he and others were "all round the Major," but 
iust be helped quickly. After asking for our prayers 
f, which I openly uttered, the medium's face grew 
peaceful, and soon her " control" came in “ R, E.'s” 
gave some excellent descriptions of deceased rela- 
two friends, These were all the more remarkable 
| the latter refused to recognise the identity of a com- 
i intelligence until the spirit was reported to bring 
б hat convinced her, as hor sister's name was Rose, 


EGAT 


MADAME D'ESPERANCE, 


Mme. D'Espérance is a lady whose work in this country 


ceased many years ago, and her 


name will probably only be 
familiar to the older generation, although her books, “ Shadow- 
Land" and " Northern Lights," are favourably known to many 
readers, ‘Those who knew her in earlier days will recall her to 
memory as a woman of highly-developed character—a fragrant 
personality, with rare gifts of sympathy and perception. She 
was little more than a girl when her powers as a physical and 
materialising medium in Newcastle (more than forty years ago) 


created so deep an interest and drew around her a large body 


of friends. We remember in the early eighties attending a 


meeting in London addressed by Mr. Joseph Cowen, M.P., the 
Hon, Perey Wyndham, Alderman Barkas, and the Rev. John 
Page Hopps, at which the results of her mediumship were 
brought under the attention of a not too discriminating public. 
Some years before the war she went to reside in Germany, and 
at the outbreak of hostilities found herself virtually a prisoner, 
notwithstanding the good offices of some highly-placed friends. 
tecently, as already mentioned in Ілснт, she was grudgingly 
allowed to depart, after much barbarous usage, and took refuge 


with friends in Denmark. The following extracts from a letter 


just received from her (it is dated the 7th ult.) will be of 
interest to many to whom her name is known :— 


It has been arranged that I shall stay in Denmark for a 
while (till Christmas, at least). I had intended going to 
Sweden . . . but I have decided to stay here [for the time). 
Just before the war I had begun to gather materials from old 
MSS. and already printed accounts to form another volume 
(" Shadow-Land " II.), but all these have been confiscated and 
presumably destroyed, as other writings have been. It amused 
me once in prison when I was ordered to read the reports of 
séances written by Alderman Barkas in 1875-6 in his (even then) 
old-fashioned shorthand. J said І could not, but nobody 
believed me. 'They had experts at work, but how far they 
succeeded in deciphering them I never heard. I like to 
think of the work they must have had, reading all those 
automatic writings, collected during twenty-five or thirty years. 
They were astonished, I fancy, as well as disappointed that 
there was nothing to prove me to be a spy, to be found in the 
couple of hundredweights of scribbled paper they had seized. 
It was really funny to see those old books of séance reports 
spread out, and the stern, puzzled faces poring over them. And 
Alderman Barkas’s shorthand seemed too much for even Ger- 
man brains. ШЇ and unhappy as I was it made me laugh. 
They had seven weeks of this investigation, and I would 
willingly have borne it longer for the sake of prolonging an 
investigation that could only have resulted in making Spirit- 
ualists of some of them. My kindest love to you, dear 
friends, and to all who remember me. 


DAYS” AND BUSINESS. 


Referring to the article “ In Summer Days" (p. 226), Mr. 
F. C, Constable, M.A., writes : 

Emerson says that good work is its own reward. But busi- 
ness is not good work, it is but the accumulation of money ; 
and money has no value: it is but a measure of value, Nine 
business men out of ten are adding nothing to value for their 
fellows; they are but wasting energy in adding to their per- 
sonal possession of the measure of value. 

Look back on the history of the world, and it will be found 
that this waste of energy in personal effort to accumulate the 
measure of value, and the attendant evils of idle luxury, have 
been the main cause of the decay of nations and the degrada- 
tion of humanity. 


Ix the “ Review of Reviews” for July Miss F. R. Seateherd 
deals with Britain's contribution to the solution of the Russian 
problem. "That contribution might well, she thinks, take the 
form of an endeavour to educate Russian opinion by bringing 
it face to face with the realities of the war as it affects the 
welfare of the Russian people. Judge Henry Neil, of Chicago, 
deseribes how in 1911 he initiated the system of pensions to 
widowed or deserted mothers of children under fourteen to 
enable them to rear their offspring with due care and solicitude. 
For the rest we have the usual excellent digests of the opinions 
expressed by leading writers on the various topics of the day, 
reviews of the principal events of the month both in the stages 
of the war and the progress of the world, and a good selection 
of enemy and other cartoons. à 
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A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Ілент” or Avavsr бтн, 1887.) 
Mr. Andrew Lang notes the absence of any sense of surprisc 
in waking moments or in dreams when we seem to recognise a 
departed friend; " when the most surprising of all conceivable 
things appears to have occurred, when Death gives up the 
dead We are so made, or we inherit such instincts, that 


only by an effort do we believe in death at all 


We agree with 
Mr. Lang that this is a fact of "deep significance It is a 


law of our being; and it is because of that recognition, dumb 


and instinctive as it often is, of this essential law of our being 
that Materialism has so little permanent hold on men, and that 
most of us are by instinct Spiritualists. It is because we are 
spirits temporarily conditioned in this world and correlated 
with it by the possession of a physical body that men are for 
ever trying to escape from Materialism, There are some per- 
verted minds, no doubt, which are enraged by any mention of 
spirit or soul, but they are the small exception to a broad rule. 
And even their objections, if closely analysed, will be found to 
lie chiefly against the methods by which it is sought to prove 
the existence of spirit, or against the claims made on their blind 
faith by those who arrogate to themselves the position of inter. 
preters of revealed truth. The clap-trap which has, it must be 
admitted, crept into Spiritualism disgusts such minds equally 
with the cant that has cast its slime over theology. Spiritualism 
can demonstrate the great truth of man’s survival after physical 
death. So long as it confines itself to that it is on strong 
ground ; but many of those who have spoken and written most 

in its name have been betrayed into loose talk of the angel-world 
(of which we know next to nothing by the very nature of things) 
and of a proven immortality (which, again, in the nature of 

things we cannot demonstrate). We can picture to ourselves 

by the imagination and by the use of analogies what they who 

return can find no words to describe; and we can establish, in 

some cases, a presumption that the spirit in man, which has 

survived the great change at least once, will persist unto immor- 

tality. That is much, very much; and it is no little gain to be 

able to point, in support of the conclusions to which our evi- 

dence tends, to this general "absence of any surprise when 

Death gives up its dead," which we have on the excellent 

authority of Mr. Lang. 


— From a leading article by " M.A.(Oxon).” 


Tug Wortp or Cavses.—We are beginning to remember 
that spirit is the primary thing. Humanly-caused events take 
place first in the human mind before they are manifested on 
the material plane. The Forth Bridge, the first Dreadnought, 
the aeroplane, were creatéd in the builders’ minds before they 
took visible form in matter and could be perceived by others. 
And, analogically, events not humanly caused must have their 
source in another mind, as Berkeley and all the idealists have 
taught. In other words, there is a spiritual world behind the 
material one, and the foriner is the more real. ‘The seen things 
are temporal; the unseen things eternal. —" Psychical Investiga- 
tions," by J. Anrnun Hitt. 

Tue Heresy or Dvuatism.—The human mind, owing to 
its finite character, is compelled to think in terms of a dualism 
which is merely a mathematical means of conveying to the 
senses the unity that is at the base of all things. We imply 
an imaginary contrast by the intellectual juxtaposition of pairs 
of opposites—matter and spirit, positive and negative, false and 
true, light and darkness, good and evil, and so on. But in each 
case there is only one reality. Darkness is merely the absence 
of light, just as cold is the absence of heat. There is no such 
thing as absolute cold, There is merely a relative diminution 
or loss of heat, So with matter and spirit. There is no such 
thing as absolute mattor, but there is only the greater or less 
degree of spiritual energy. To our human consciousness matter 
appears more dense in proportion as spirit is less immanent, 
But once we lose sight of the fact that matter is itself a nega- 
tion, we render ourselves liable to fall into the same error as 
the nineteenth-century scientists who built their intellectual 
conceptions on the foundation of a symbol without a meaning 

—iv., on the term “matter,” from which, when they had ab- 
atracted the conception of spirit, they found by ultimate analysis 
that nothing remained (nothing, that is, but that energy which 


is an inalienable attribute of spirit),—Ratex Бнк, in “Tho 
Occult Review.” 


COINCIDENCES 


In “ Notes by the Way i little time ago we referred tots 
odd coincidences with which we are continually meeting. Hey 
is an especially odd one, or rather a whole series, A consid 
able time ago an ambulance ofticial who had been serving 


France joined the Alliance, and we became on friendly ten 
with him, Soon afterwards he was appointed to the head 

the publicity department of a large Anglo-American institution 
One day he remarked to us that he had opened importan 
negotiations with a gentleman who greatly interested him. O 
comparing notes we found that it was no other than a scienti 
contributor to лант whose articles (under another name) hay 
attracted wide attention. The discovery that each wu 
interested in the same thing unknown to the other was, 
pleasurable one to both. Recently they met for the first tim 
and the first mentioned gentleman (we also being pres} 


mentioned a difficult problem which had just arisen in rg 


toa detail of his business. Could we or his new friend solve 
it? It was a question of a most unusual character, and ong 
that in the ordinary course might have taken days of resean} 
to solve. Its importance was shown by the fact that it form 
the subject of a cablegram from New York. Strangely enough, 
however, we recalled the fact that the question had been handle 
in an article in Ілант some years ago, and promised on 
return to the office to search for it. The search was successful, 
and with the answer to the question before us we happenelt 
glance at the date of that issue, and found that it bore the sima 
date (July 25th) as that on which, in the present year, the 
question arose. When we add to this that the scientist, through 
his visits to our office, came quite unexpectedly into touch with 
a member of his own family, until then unknown to him, vh 
had also taken up our subject, the chain of coincidence might 
be supposed to be complete. But we doubt even now if iti 
These things go on all the time and appear to ramify ind | 


directions. Mrs. C. Vance, as a simple case, writes us tht | 


she is struck by the fact that when she was trying | 
to recall some lines in a poem of John Masefield, she 
opened Licur of the 14th ult., and found on p. iii, four lins 
of the very poem she had in mind. Mrs. Catherine E. Lucking 
notes а more remerkable coincidence. She had thought of tact 
fully approaching a clerical friend on the subject of Spiritualisa | 
with a copy of the Rev. Arthur Chambers’ " Our Self Afta | 
Death," when to her astonishment the clergyman came to he 
bringing a copy of “Our Life After Death,” by the sux | 
author, asking her whether she had ever read it. Мау it notle | 
that some form of telepathy is occasionally at the bottom d | 
these strange occurrences ? | 


Tug address "Is Spiritualism of the Devil?” deliverd 
before the London Spiritualist Alliance on the 22nd of Marh 
last at the Suffolk-street Salon by the Rev. F. Fielding-Oull, 
M.A., has now been issued by the Spiritualists’ National Union, 
Ltd., in pamphlet form, with an introduction by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, and can be obtained from the Union, or at this 
Office, for 2d., or post free 23d. 

THE ERROR or ExTERNALISM.— The merely external serit 
of criticisms which form the modern culmination of the school 
of philosophy heralded by Voltaire and Paine are useless s 
concerns penetration into the original and far-off life of any 
religion. They resemble the eye which sees flaws in tho tee 
scope, and forgets the stars beyond. ‘There is a hidden souli 
every religious system, however perverted, or however corrupted; 
and the connection of these and their revelation to the world 
would unite men of every race in love and harmony. Themen 
iconoclast is always a bigot. ‘The true seer is a liberator, He 
will inspire his fellows best and most powerfully by pointing to 
the forgotten spirit of their creeds.  Externalism, whether it 
exists in science or religion, is death. 16 parts two who are an 
eternal one, Knowledge is powerless without wisdom, Wisdom 
is powerless without love. Man is non-creative without woman 
The exterior studies of a universe of planets are worthles 
compared with the science of the interior life and capacities of 
one spiritualised human being. To know man in his perfection 
is to recognise how to build the world's temple. To apprehend 
the Christ is to “draw all men unto Him” and to lead thom in 
the pathway of that immortal life which is eternal,—" The 
Prophet of Nazareth," by “ Er1zanETHA " 
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NOTES BY THE WAY, 


‘Twice during the past six years we have made reference 
in онт to the fact that Robert Louis Stevenson was at 
оше time secretary toa society of Spiritualists in Edinburgh, 
and on each occasion the statement was challenged by 
— Scottish friends, one of whom informed us that he had not 
—ben able by inquiry to substantiate the statement. ‘The 
following extract from a letter we have received lately from 

Dr Gavin B, Clark, formerly М.Р, for Caithness-shire, 
should set the matter at rest. Dr. Clark writes :— 

It is quite true that R. L. Stevenson was the secretary of a 
E jety of Spiritualists in Edinburgh. In the year 1873 I was 

le chairman and Stevenson was the secretary of the Edin- 
burgh Psychological Society— a society formed by the Edinburgh 
tualists, I think his cousin, R. A. Stevenson, was the vice- 
chairman in the same year. I have somewhere at home the 
ted syllabus of the society for either 1872 or 1873. I was 
more than one séance with the Stevensons. One was held 
п шу rooms in the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital, of which I 
washouse-surgeon at the time, and there were several of the 
leading medical men present, also Mrs. D. O. Hill, the artist 
whose “Livingstone” is in the Edinburgh Gardens. David 
guid was the medium, and Mrs. Hill got a little direct paint- 
ing, which she mounted in a gold bracelet, and wore it very 
often in those days, 
* * * * 


— We hear occasionally from inquirers who are troubled 
‘About the unintelligible nature of some of the communica- 
— tions they receive by such mechanical methods as the ouija- 
ЕТ d, the planchette or the telegraphy of the tilting table. 
‘There are various explanations, all of them quite valid. 
‘There is, for instance, sometimes a little preliminary exer- 
"tise to be gone through before the line is clear, just as is 
the case with the novice at typewriting whose early results 
ire sometimes anything but intelligible, as thus :— 


d Bar, Sar, J hav £ to ab (* no 2 ledge: your let te 4. 


"Tt depends on the taste and fancy of the speller, my 
lord,” said Sam Weller, In other words, the results depend 
on training and natural gifts, Some beginners can operate 
A typewriter tolerably well at the start, Others make quite 
| bad a mess of a sentence as in the example we have 
given, But putting aside this and other causes of what 
ms to be meaningless nonsense there is what we may call 
yptic message. Неге are two instances cited by 

. (Oxon)” in one of the earlier numbers of Lranr. 
The first relates to the use of a “mixed alphabet,” an 
lar combination of letters: AZBYOX, ete, And this 

: ge spelt out by the pointer used, TTRPEMA- 
NHOECMTWNIETLHIS. “Rubbish!” was, no 

a verdict on this until the communicating spirit 

itteys to take every other letter to the end, and 


te 


read the remaining letters backwards. Then the meaning 
“ . . 
was clear: Treat them with silent contempt.” 


* * * * 


There was no vain attempt at mere mystification in this 
puzzle message. It served to demonstrate to the experi- 
menters tho presence of an intelligence more acute than 
their own, for as “M. A. (Oxon)" remarked, “It is not 
easy to imagine that anyone whose hand was following the 
alphabet on a card could have constructed such a puzzle." 
" M. A. (Oxon)" gives another example in which some 
gentlemen (whose names he gives) had gone to Glasgow with 
a view to introducing the subject of Spiritualism in Scot- 
land. While they were engaged in an attempt to obtain a 
message through a planchette, or some similar device, an 
inquirer entered and asked if they could obtain a message 
for him, but stipulating that the pointer should begin with 
Z and travel back to A: 

Without a moment's hesitation came HGRUBNIDEFOEL- 


POEPEHTOTSSECCUSDOOG. This read backwards is plain 
enough and was a sharp answer to the test question, 


But “M. A. (Oxon) " adds some comments which are not 
without value even to-day. 

It must be confessed [he writes] that many of the messages 
given, purporting to come (as usual) from great names, are 
desperate nonsense. It must be confessed, too, that this cramped 
method of test, however satisfactory it may be to that class of 
mind which is perpetually seeking to tie spirits up, as it were, 
and to ask for what has been easily done under simple condi- 
tions to be done again under conditions of difficulty, soon 
becomes intolerably wearisome. It serves its purpose, and that 
is all. It is excellent demonstration of the action of some 
agency external to the circle. 


Many of us to-day could give examples of ingenious and 
purposeful " puzzle" devices in spirit “communications. 
The “ cross-correspondences” of the S.P.R. are conspicuous 
instances, 

* * * * 

We remarked some little time ago on the extent to 
which certain words had become debased or perverted from 
their original meanings. Thus demon (from the Greek 
daimon, a divinity), meant simply a spirit, which might be 
either good or bad. Spirits, being of human origin, belong 
to both classes. Dr, Carl du Prel, writing many years 
ago, pointed out that the hypothesis that they were once 
living human beings like ourselves is simpler than that 
which would make them out to be supernatural angels or 
devils—beings either far above or much beneath us, He 


Said :— 


Iu the sense of the ancient Grecians—who were far more 
versed in mysticism than we aro—we can readily agree with 
the demon hypothesis. Tho Greeks looked upon the human 
soul as belonging to the race of demons, which consisted of 
good and bad, clover and simple, beings. The Catholic Church 
is, as is well known, very difficult to move in regard to former 
dogmas or decrees; sooner will the Protestant Church be 
brought to acknowledge that what was formerly called neoro- 
mancy has revived under the form of Spiritualism. ‘Thus a 
Protestant divinewho had formerly expressed his opinion of 
Spiritualism as being the old demonology of the Church, wrote 
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EXPERIENCES Ql THE DYING 
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to s lone 
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t \ E 7 | 
ише І { { t 1 апа 
ге ' Б На sed, and suddenly 
the t | eyes ert " sed very 
restli ned y ga t me t at a spot 
on tl соге | me, à l t tw feet above mv ead 
Perf y hix V, wit tA Vt ent I y i € wed, 
in a quiet nat ^ t I saw for the first time what 
largi V t \ Int em as he ized ‹ ' 
ook of t satist the v face relaxed and softened, 
І па \ І ealise w s mot » often had 
t 1 me, t t І I very c lookin un when in 
healt i P Ж unedr d t са i 
t ed, i then « eyes naturally he began to 
breathe y and regularly t - fa In a 
few minutes I t ind five 1 te ater he had 
passed out of the ly Almost the instant his friends re 
turne lí i f I told t 1 of peacef satis 
fied ga to t | H ther verit y experier 
by replvi ł vt i ning, when у‹ were not here, he 
looke i \ way at something we ‹ упа! see, and said, 
| ot уа t wait й tor me 
Mr. W. Pick T 1 to t аз a witness to the 
mental exaitatio [ a dying per n 
You ask for first-hand evidence of cases in which an 
exhibition of del t was manifested as the spirit was leaving 
the body I can give you one, and can vouch for it, as it was 
the instance f my wn dear wife, « her passin over, about 
eighteen months ag It was a rather strongly marked instance, 
inasmuch as the tra tion was from a state of great distress 
and t instantaneously— one of pleasure and 
јоу, kably by a radiant smile immediately super 
sedin T f agony 
The pain was caused by difficulty of breathin nsequent 
on congestion of the lung 
I was closely watching the “ passing," and what I observed 
was that at the period of transition—as the spirit was with 
drawing from the body —the indications of pain suddenly ceased, 
and the happy, glorified smile wl 1 followed was, to me, con- 
clusive and most comforting proof that my dearest was met by 
her mother and sisters, to whom she was devotedly attached, 
and that she recognised them 


Colonel К. Coghill si (letter whieh he 


has just received relative to the transition of the widow of a 
brother officer, a lady whom he had known for very many 
years, and to whom, some time before her death, he had lent 
а сору of " Raymond.’ The writer, the lady's brother-in-law 


says: "L passed away quite easily, ind S tells me that 
she heard her say, ‘1 am coming Lam coming! When she 
spoke to her sister she said, “I think my time has come, and 


when the latter wept she said, ' Don't. be foolish : I shall soon 


seo W her husband 
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\ € N | ; 2 
ү I A | B. DS 
( 
lit. 1 
AV I t t 17 
dually re M capa 
t wW ta \ ‹ 1 t 
у \ V : ; ^ 
i 
I t ї ра t Ù si ed a best ts 

t t i | Y у]! | vil { a \ t 

evel which Mr. Ку essay at 
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1 festatio t B beyond the usually mised char 
f sensi tior Phe 7 nsa 
wit al visio? nd nds w e cannot hea 
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n an age when a great ftment tak place. The ris 
tide of man's development now renders apable of гесе 
| fulle ntlow of spirit niluenet Lt is his responsi 
ness to these higher i ces, with the ntinuan t 
lower, which produce rest and discontent so manifest 
the present stage of spiritual evolutio: 

This is not only happily expressed, but in conciseness w 
exhaustiveness it could not well be improved upon, Адаш, 
p. 124, as to the social effect, « vetion, of psychic resear 

The Spiritualist must study sí i problems, Must lew 
t see that our social fe сап Q W К canised. Thai 
instead of a warfare we can have a co-operative eon 
wealth. And it should be his effort to work to ng t 
about For it is evident that so lor з sOCleLy 18 U 
|i wrong basis, error and wrong all s ul ills will peni 
The ideals of life are wrong T tron man, gener 
the rich man, is looked up to r meek shall ihe 
the earth No one believes it No о! really can be 
it in a society whi denies Ihe meek a 
pushed to the wall, of the way by their 
aggressive fellows r the 7 g, the st 
for the weak The mother’s need the sweaters 
tunity. How, then, can we expect people to be good! | 
man mistrusts his fellow-man, is not that mistrust begotte 
that fear and uncertainty which flows from the rotten fount 
tions of our social life And the only way to stop it ist 
check it at its source If we are desiro of beholding 
strong and happy people, the condit i their product 
must first be provided 

This paragraph, by the way, commences with, instances ofa 
peculiarity of Mr. Evans’s style which i e criticis 
'The ordinary rules of punctuation w м1 juire а ina af 
" problems," and a comma after "organised In each о 
Mr. Evans uses what printers cal a f int The res 
is that he makes sentences which are not ammiatically self 
tained. For instance, the sentence, " Must learn to soe thi 
our social life can be wisely organised, sins n t 
Who, or what, must learn to sec Ihe book abound 
stances of this peculiarity, and in our view Mr. Evans ж 
rain by eliminating it in future e lition 

But apart from this, which is, perhap ither an acad 
point, Mr. Evans is quite right in urging tl the study 
social problems should be contemporaneous with that of pay 
problems. There are two great reasons for this, One is the 


undoubted fact that social reform 


sustructive Spiritualism,’ by W 


Worlds" Publishing Co, price 13 


i 


is going to be largely en 


H 


AN 
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gii and guidod from the psychic side, and this to an extent 
which in all probability means an amelioration of man's physical 
piuipment brought about by psychic intervention, The other 
jg of course, the unique appeal of social reform in its most 
wilightenod aspects to people who, by the very fact of bein 
pyyelio investigators, demonstrate their po ion of an open 
mind freo from the prejudices 

Ono more extract is all that the severe limitations of space 
will permit. On p. 83 Mr, Evans says 


uid. bigotries of mankind 


Tho significance of the foregoing will at опсо be seen when 
wa remember that changes in consciousness will presumably 
men changes in our units of perception That being so, it 
would bo interesting to know what is the unit of perception of 
those in the spirit-world. ‘The difliculties under which they 
юш in endeavouring to convey to us information concerning 
their state will be at once appreciated when we see that it has 
фо бошо through a consciousness attuned to a different rate of 
limepemeption, If we believe that life to be a fuller one for 
those in it, it will necessarily mean an increase of the units of 
{ ption—an ability to perceive more separate vibrations 
Wan ме сап. This will explain the ability of spirit-people to 
| prophesy, and also why they have difficulty in fixin definite 
times, 


The increasing of the units of perception must result in 
"wwenniehment of the universe for those who experience such 
in . It must mean an enlargement of eonseiousness. And 

бап, їп imagination, mount up until we reach omniscience 
and omnipresence. 


E 
What a vast field of speculation is opened by these two 
paragraphs! They enunciate in 
which are potent throughout the whole field of psychic research 
id they do it with a compression, and at the same time an 
quacy that cannot fail to excite the admiration of the dis- 
n ve reader. Altogether “Constructive Spiritualism 
Teal achievement. It is at once a statement of psychic 
neples which can be commended to the candid inquirer, 
@ an elucidation of them which will suggest to the expert 
Points of view whose importance he has hitherto failed 
fully to appreciate. 


a few lines principles 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From "Lrogr" or Avausr 137н, 1887.) 


Mhe Jersey Spiritualists met recently at Mr. Hewett's 
y, Havre de Pas, St. Heliers, when Mrs, Hardinge Britten, 
Ma visit to the island, kindly gave an address. 


{нЕ ЧАтнЕхкїм” AND THE Occurr.—A review of Mr, 
Arthur Edward Waite's edition of “ Тһе Writings of Elipha 
Ti” in the “Atheneum” for August 6th concludes with 


paragraph ;— 


feanwhile, lost our readers should suppose that the modern 
Monts of the science of magic are not in deadly earnest, or 
it they are few in number or poor in substance, let them, 
р alldue awe and thankfulness, buy this handsome volume, 
nl as they open it let them cast a glance at the amazing 
Of works published and publishing by a single firm on the 
us branches of the occult sciences. Having dono that, let 
ask themselves whether some forms of faith—for we dare 
drop a hint of disrespect—do not die hard 


Same number an account of the meeting of the 
Archeological Institute at Salisbury ends with ¢ 
paragraph :— 

Just before the beginning of the session of the Institute, а 
morang, strange to say, paid a visit to the cathedral and 
Up & position, which it retained for two or three days, on 
of the highest gargoyles. Of what is this a portent ? 


forms of faith—or, shall we say, even though not 
ling disrespect, inconsistency : 


do die hard! 
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THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 
| * Joy 
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Heavy, indeed, 9 
There are leg ` | 
ones. 1 speak of that v I \ We сап 
link Irseivi wit 
hands for the refre ent a fting of Ё these 
hungering souls. And we can act er t lership of H 
who bade us "Feed my shee} I J ( t His 
spiritual form, still works ar tl \ f earth, 
Here, too, I testify to that which I, I nd have 
seen 

ri psy \ \ 
converse with angels ar 1 But 


is not necessary that 


If this were more generally alised by Spiritualists I think 
many of th wi \ 
fessional or otherwise, for« th t 1 і l 


profit much more by ìt 
The m nistry of angi 1 " t Y R tain t 


the r 


Scriptural phrase, is done by making І f Empty 
yourself of self—the self 

to you gladly by filling y wit 

and desiree to do good. S $ v, I 


measure of 


God 

Try it, those у 
to bewail your lack of psy 
have them! B lw 
you receive when, by making clean t t y Y 
have fitted your | 
head then hold debat y \ 
impress upon yo y 
your heart. It is f e shines t ward lig y 
angels that will ill і make \ I Y 
Follow it unhesita Transmute 
Practise what the angels teach y l y you w 
increasingly susceptibl the 1 develop a cha 
racter and personality which will radiate benignant influence 
The appeal of goodness to souls in trava we gh irre 
sistible, It will attract them to you everywhere, They will 
seek to learn from you the secret of it and harken gladly ¢ 
telling of it And the knowledge of the ministry of angels and 
the succour and comfort mankind may obtain from it will 
spread, 

We are in the presence of the f a world, a world of 
prejudices, of errors, of lost illusions, of disappointed hopes, 
of vanished dream But from tho ruins a new order must 


emerge. Death gives birth to life and the tomb by 
way conducts us to the eradle.—Lrox Denis in “I 


Spirite.” 
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A TEXT FROM DICKENS. 


Everybody no doubt has read ~ Sketches by Boz,” in 
which, in a sketch entitled " The Parlour Orator," Dickens 
satirises a certain type of shallow and windy demagogue. 
It occurred to us recently to adapt a passage from this 
sketch to the purposes of a subject which, as a hostile critic 
of it recently wrote, is now being discussed everywhere. 


li xr . ” Hd . . 
Very extraordinary,” said the light-haired man, after a 
pause of five minutes. A murmur of assent ran through the 


company. 
“ Not at all extraordinary—not at all,” said the red-faced 
man, “why is it extraordinary? Prove it to be extraordinary!” 
"Oh, if you come to that,” said the light-haired man 


meekly. 

" Come to that!" ejaculated the man with the red face, 
" but we must come to that. We stand in these times on a 
great elevation of rational scientific achievement, and not in 
the dark recesses of Superstition and Spookism. Every gentle: 
man that knows me knows what was the nature and effect of 
my observations when Mr. Investigator quoted the records of 
the Psychical Discovery Society. ‘That society,’ said Mr. 
Investigator, “is a reputable and valid authority for the 
statements I have made.’ ‘Prove it,’ says I. ‘It has some 
leading scientists on its Council.’ ‘Prove it,’ I says. ‘The 
abolitionists of materialism, the unflinching opponents of 
scientific bigotry, the uncompromising advocates of research 
and inquiry, the pioneers of new realms of thought,’ says Mr. 
Investigator. ‘Prove it,’ says I, ‘Their acts prove it,’ says 
he, “Prove them,’ says I. 
“And he could not prove them,” said the red-faced man, 
looking round triumphantly, "so the public remained uncon- 
vinced, and if you carried this principle to the full extent you'd 
have no parsons, no pew rents, no gods, no ghosts, no super- 
And then standing on an elevation of 


stitions, no nothing. 
Rationalistic attainment, and having reached the summit of 


practical reality, you might bid defiance to imposture and 
credulity, and erect yourselves in the proud confidence of 
wisdom and superiority, ‘This is my argument—this always has 
been my argument—and if I could talk to the so-called spiritual 
leaders of the nation I'd make 'em shake in their shoes with 
it. When I first came into this room, gentlemen, I don't 
believe there was a man in it who knew he was a slave to 
spiritual superstition, and now you all know it and writhe 


under it, 
[4 " 2 L] 
“You are slaves," continued the red-faced man, " and the 


most pitiable of all slaves.” 
“Very hard if we are,” said one of the company, " for then 


we have not benefited by the great struggle for religious 


freedom." 

“ You are a willing slave," said the red-faced man, getting 
more red with eloquence and contradiction, "resigning the 
birthright of your earthly citizenship, neglecting the sacred call 
of Common Sense who, standing before you imploringly, appeals 
to the hardness of your heads and points to your ill-taught 


children but in vain." 

“ Prove it," said the person addressed. 

“ Prove it!" sneered the man with the red face, 
bending beneath the yoke of an ancient and degrading illusion, 
bemused with the idea of a cloudy and impossible Hereafter, 


" What ! 


August 11, 1917 
groaning under the old fetishes and atavisms on every hand 
the victims of exploded mysteries—prove it ! And the red. 
faced man abruptly broke off and sneered melodramatically, 

“Ah, to be sure, Mr. Bombast," said a stout stockbroker 
who had kept his eyes fixed on the orator all the time he was 
speaking, ` ah, to be sure, that’s the point." 

" Of course, of course,” said other members of the company 
who understood almost as much about the matter as the stock. 


broker himself, 
continued the red-faced gentleman, 


“What is a man 
"what is a Rationalist? Is he to be deceived by antiquated 
traditions Is he to be befooled by quackery and illusion? 

Not a spook. What'saspook? Not 


What's a human being ? 
What's an earthly paradise Not a heavenly 


a human being 
Hereafter. Religion isn't Reason, is it Ghosts aren't natural 
creatures, are they: And the red-faced man, gradually 
bursting into a radiating sentence in which such terms as 
“cerebral disease," “neurotic nonsense,” " sorry rascals,” cock. 
sureness " and “hysteria " formed the most conspicuous words, 
knocked his hat indignantly over his eyes and left the room 
slamming the door after him, 

At this point we may venture on another quotation 


from the sketch, this time without the necessity of adapting 


it: 

A numerous race are these red-faced men, There is not a 
parlour, or club-room, or benefit society, or humble party of 
any kind without its red-faced man. Weak-pated dolts they 
are, and a great deal of mischief they do to their cause however 
good. So just to hold a pattern one up, to know the others 
by, we took his likeness at once and put him in here. 


THE REICHENBACH RECEIVER. 


By Davin WILSON. 


About two years ago mention was made in a medial 
journal of a screen which became luminous when brought 
near the head of a person undergoing cerebral activity. It was 
argued at the time that this proved the existence of some kind 
of brain wave. 

After two years of experimenting with various elements and 
the "Metallic Medium " on lines first opened up by that great 
pioneer, Baron Karl von Reichenbach, I find that it is now 
possible to construct a luminous phial whose normal luminosity 


can be momentarily enhanced (thus producing a kind of flasb) 
solely by an effort of the will. Whereas, however, in the earlier 
case the screen had to be within a few feet at the most of the 


seat of cerebral activity, in the present case the phial and tho 
person making the effort of will may be separated by a distance 
not only many thousand times greater, but one to which, so far, 
I have not been able, even in the remotest degree, to fix a limit 
There is, however, certainly one condition precedent to tho 
functioning of this apparatus, and that is that the field of the 
“M.M.” contained (inter alia) in the phial must be in (or be 


brought into) a state of rapport with the “Biod” of the person 
This seems to be an absolute con- 


making the effort of will. 
ditiun from which there can be no departure. і 

І may add that this form of receiver is now seen to be 
superior to any electrical contrivance for the detection of what 
can only be considered to be a species of brain wave, for one 
thing, inasmuch as the interference by terrestrial vibration is 
entirely obviated. Moreover,this method has withstood several 
severe tests, 

I have ventured to give these few particulars not only be 
cause I have been asked so many questions lately as to what 
alterations I have made in the new wave detector, but because 
they will serve as a kind of introduction to the numerous ex 


periments which will necessarily have to be made, 


Waite books may direct, it is the living truth that inspites 
The wisest man is often he who reads least.—DuGatp SEMPLE, 

Forrowina тне IpEAL,—" Man is weak, and his task must 
accord with his strength " is what people say. But that is as 
if one said; " My hand is weak, and 1 cannot draw a line that 
shall be quite straight (the shortest between two points), so, to 
help matters, I will take as my model a crooked or broken 
line.” In reality, the weaker my hand, the more I need a 


perfect model,—Totsroy. 


August. 11, 1917.) 


S0ME RECENT EVIDENCE. 


By J. Автнок Hir. 


Sine my book, “ Psychical Investigations," was put into 
jml shapo for the press some six or seven months ago, І have 
wlsoveral interesting sittings with my friend Mr. Wilkinson 
which I have received further confirmations, also continuative 
pir of various kinds. Some of this 
(ешо, with a few general remarks. 

As my investigation has proceeded, I have been increasingly 
impressed by the evidence of purpose behind the phenomena 
My friend the editor of the “ Occult Review,” 
more romantic doctrine of astral shells—discarnate but real 
human beings seeming too obvious and commonplace to satisfy 
his artistic sense—says that it is rather difficult to believe that 
ше person after another is brought from the other world to 

jay à psychic call on Mr. Arthur Hill " ; and I sympathise with 

F lisdificulty, for I realise, with him, that I am a very humble 
individual, and that one would hardly expect blest souls in the 
wurs of Heaven—far remote from my low estate—to put 

| themselves to any inconvenience on my account. But facts are 

| ficts; and, while wishing to maintain a proper sense of my 

| mative insignificance, I cannot avoid the conclusion that my 
friends on the other side do pay these psychic calls on me, 
sometimes bringing a friend whom І had never heard of but 
wom I afterwards track down. This appears to be done with 
the definite aim of eliminating explanations by mind-reading. 
And, after all, we do not know that it is any great labour to 
tne" from the other world.” Such language is materialistic, 
involving the idea of distance. For anything we know to the 
contrary, the spirits may be “here” as much as anywhere else ; 
ind their appearance at my sittings may involve no more 
werion on their part than the turning of their attention to 
me, as when I think of an absent friend on earth. 

And there is always a reason for these psychic calls. Some- 
times I do not discover it till long afterwards, Often it is 
discovered during the early part of the communications, but 
tecomes apparent later on in the sitting, or at the next sitting 
inthe series. For instance ;— 

Ata sitting of April 12th, 1916 (reported on pp. 98-104 of 
ny book) a Verity Tranter was named and described, with 
détails which turned out true. Verity Tranter was a local 
butcher who died many years ago. I knew him by sight only, 
like many of his trade, he was—shall we say ?—of not very 
spiritual or idealistic character ; and though I can make no claim 

tosanctity myself, I confess that I could not feel myself honoured 
by his visit! Nor could I make out why he came. The medium 
lad never heard the name before, and had never known the 
man. The thing seemed inexplicable, and so it remained until 
iter my book was written. No mention was made of Verity 
Tranter by myself or the medium, either during sittings or in 
onlinary conversation, from April 12th, 1916, to March 8th 
li. On this latter date, however, among other evidential 
things, came the sentence : “Did you ever know a butcher who 
killed cows and sold them? Itis a long time since. His name 
is Tranter, and I think somebody who lived in this house before 
70110 something to do with him." This seemed to me ex- 
tremely improbable, for I knew all previous tenants of the house, 
and they were not of the sort that mixed with publicans and 
Winners or average butchers. But I made inquiries. And on June 
2nd, 1917, I found that Verity Tranter once lived at a farm 
belonging to a former tenant of this house (who happens to be 
ity uncle by marriage), and that he left it in rather unpleasant 
Circumstances. I think the rent was іп arrear and other things 
Tobsatisfactory. So there was a link, quite unknown to me, 
гооп myself and this house and Verity Tranter, Query, 
‘had he come to apologise for his earthly shortcomings? I don’t 
know, But, anyhow, I cannot tell my relative, for, though he 
isa zealous Wesleyan, he is pretty nearly in accord with Father 
Bernard Vaughan on these matters ; and though Verity Tranter 
nly no angel, І won't have him called a devil! 
Шс ther instance of the difficulty of tracking things down 

| ‘details are поб got through, is provided by the case 

Pis Ainsworth, a very big man who was described as 


B 


is perhaps worth 


inclining to the 


Geen Tt. 


253 


be sing present at my sitting of January 15th, 1915 (рр. 72-3 of 
“ Psychical Investigations"), He was s 


said to have been asso- 
ciated with a John Hey (my mother's father), but I had never 
heard of any such man. 


On inquiry I found that a Jonathan 
Ainsworth had existed, but my old aunt remembers him as 
short and stooping. 


He was a contemporary of John Hey's 
and known to him, but not in any special way. So І had to 
put that down as à “not proven” sort of incident, probably 
with truth behind it but undiscoverable. But' when my book 
was out, I was informed by a reader (my friend Miss North, 
referred to on pp. 171-4) that Jonathan Ainsworth was her 
grandfather; that he was a very big man when young but was 
crippled in a coal mine, and walked ever afterwards with such 
a stoop that he looked short; and that he lived very near my 
grandfather. Не died in 1877, The medium had never heard 
of him, nor had I, to the best of my belief, It has happened 
on other occasions that Miss North's deceased relatives, peopl 
quite unknown to me 


, have turned up and given their names if 
I have happened to have a sitting within a few days after one 
of her infrequent calls on me. I am on the look-out for this 
now, but we learn only by experience in these pioneering 
departments, and I have no record as to whether or not she 
had called just before January 15th, 1915. But in any case his 
acquaintance with my grandfather was sufficient to account for 
his coming or being brought ; my ignorance of him excludes any 
explanation by reading the normal levels of my mind; and the 
difliculty I had in tracing him is proof enough to me (I could 
make it clearer still i£ I had space) that the medium had no 
normal knowledge of him. 

It is often said by Mr. Wilkinson's control that my house is 
like a reservoir or gathering-ground. All my sittings take place 
in the same room, and they are at fairly regular intervals; 
consequently my friends on the other side are able to plan 
ahead and prepare good evidence. Also they know that I make 
careful verbatim reports, and that anything evidential, even if 
unrecognised at the time, will be ferreted out later. 


And it is 
said that "one brings another," 


so the group of those over 
there who know what I am doing is continually enlarging, with 
correspondent enlargement of the evidential possibilities. Ihave 
had a number of other pieces of evidence lately, but I must 
leave them for a later article. 


LETTERS, LINES AND LINKS. 


Mme, St. Leonard (Mrs. Foot-Young), of 117, Cambridge 
Gardens, Ladbroke Grove, W., writes :— 


In reading Licur of the 14th ult. my attention was arrested 
by an account sent by Mrs. E, R. Richards of an experience 
under the heading, “ A Vision and a Letter." 

Some years ago a somewhat similar incident occurred to me. 
I was sitting quietly one evening in company with my husband 
when it flashed into my mind, with a feeling akin to shame 
that, through an oversight, I had omitted to answer the letter 
of a dear friend who had been passing through a very 
trying time. Just as I was on the point of carrying out my 
neglected task a spirit friend suddenly confronted me and 
informed me that Gertrude (the friend to whom I have 
referred) was in great anxiety about me; she was reading my 
last letter through, and begging my 
me to write to her at once. 1 asked him how he got into touch 
with her. He replied, “ Through your previous letter, which she 
is reading, while she is imploring me to impress you.” 

I at once wrote to my friend, and three days later re- 
ceived a letter from her, in which she told me that she had been 
reading my old letter, and feeling very worried about me, when 
it occurred to her to ask mentally my spirit guide—of whom 
she had heard me speak—to impress me to write to her. “ Sug- 

gestion” does not satisfy my mind in this case—the key was 


struck, the instruments were attuned, the 
conveyed. 


“spirit guide” to impress 


message was 


“LIGHT” MAINTENANCE AND ADVERTISEMENT 
COMPENSATION FUND. 


We have to acknowledge, with thanks, the following further 
donations to this fund :— 


х £ s. d. 
Mrs. A. Gibson E zw X ду ЖОО 5-0 
WoS. Е. m - 53 EY nae 4a 0 5 0 


- e аан 


THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MES. SUSANNA 
HARRIS 
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A DISAVOW AL. 
Davies (92, Regent-strect, W.), writes 

А last, im eonnectum wit the prosecut 
p Press generally gare currency t 
with s man who was of evil repatatin 

Y to his country. 

t Mieally to disavow any snust 
т» 2 E, nor ever had, of the 
leal, social or private —of the person ı 
DAT with him was on gro L 
the mysteries of which no one embi be more pro- 


2 necessary to strese тау own 
pus that since the beginning of the war m niet- 
к st Kensington have been siey such as to 
fortify every patriotic Mort, and 1 
the stigna пари) by the statement 4 
wt has not xan disavowed ебу | 
prosecution nearly killed my | 
ied back to life. 
thet my son was specially mentioned in General 
A Veleruary lOth in connection with herme 


association. 1 


ds connected 


patriotism 


d, whom 1 


recent fighting in Vast and West Africa; that 
an old sailor with s distinguished record; that 


s Crimean veteran with medals for Alma, Sebas- 
and that his grandfísther fonght at the 


——_—_— — 


title “The Witness for the Defence” the 
Spiritual Mission (Plagrave-street, 
as в twopenny pamphlet the very able 
Maite vendent spesso, Mr, Percy R. 
anusry to а violent pulpit attack on Bpirit- 
minister, the Rev, 1. Biviter. Mr. Street 

at the time to subetantiate his charges 
baut 


hie clerical айлин very wisely re- 
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Men will ask how we can know this 


person 


make this a task of lees. diffi 


as this war is the prelade to the new 


revelation that s 
indeed save the world, so all that love the good in this our 


world, and sre euch as can aid materially in mich : 


st this very moment at work preparing the souls of those 
whom you call deceased, that they may speak with those that 
they most dearly love; 
the Supreme hath in store for the world some blessing greater 
even than that greatest they have known, namely, the birth and 
life of Jems the Chriet. 

Nevertheless, let not the bereaved hie them to the persons 
who for filthy luere undertake to give them шелек {rian 
beyond the grave, lor this were an evil too great, for words to 
express, That there be those who prophesy thus, and exact the 


and so the whole world shall know that 
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JOANNA NOUTHCOTT'S SEALED BOX. 
ne int« t has been aroused in tho Press by the prospect 
f the fort І ition of the contents of this mysteriou 
heat The “ Daily New has had two or three allusions to 
the осі Here І 
А that tl aec f prophecies left by Joanna South- 
tt, the Devon | ost ervant whe century 
hook the w { [ pened, we shall have a test applied 
to tl r wit t precedent in this country. Joanna is only 
) na to-day, but in he eneration she had a following of 
Ї ndred thousand, and her claim to be the woman men- 
tione nt Apocalyt va erionsly admitted Her " Book 
f Wonders,” written in the year of her death (1514), is known 
only to tho student but the war has suddenly brought her 
name again before the doubting publie, and when the box is 
pened by the bishops we shall all know on what basis her claim 
to prophe reated 
According to a paragraph in the " Evening News," however, 
the prophetess did not trust all her prophetic eggs to one 
baakot —« box Mr. J. E. Catley, of Bodford-place, Jootle, 
ure t tates that | wife has a Joanna Bontheott box 
| П ve«d f years ago from an elderly lady in 
I née dead, and which was only to be opened under 
‘ t | vireumstanes There were he think twenty 
four mae at the time of the deposit of the propheoie А 
und ¢ o we n to special persons to be handed on to 
І 7 Mrs, Catloy d not know hat her box contains, 
for it 1 r hoe onead 
Or all tl enki ich. little mon rail against, there is 
nor that the mort ile than the tendency to 
In An " the rrupt heart and а feeble 
head, the ten y of inora he surest, Real philosophy 
woke rather to solve than to deny LYTTON 
“Ty.” said Emerson in hia amway on " Self-Reliance,” " if a 
man elaima to know and speak of God, and carries you back 
ward to tl phra logy of me old mouldered nation in 
anothe untry believe him not And in like manner 
we may say that if a man claima to tell us something concern 
ing а future life, and ean only take us back to the opinions and 
tradition f the ancient world, he ia morely wasting our time 
and his own 
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HEAVEN. 
By тнв Ri Е. Fret о M 
Whatever the ran their у ed thought 
ild n only, in their essential per ty 
pla tat rently follow that heaver 

er « ist be a place with geographi 
м Е ; | 
relat t ther localitie lhere, in anthropor | 
\ һе * throne" of God, Christ's position of hor | 


than in 
ments of Park-lane or in the squalor of Rotherhithe, but 


really live in our own aura. 


Heaven ia the aura of God, and if our own aura is ра 


enough to mingle and harmonise with it, we are already 


ke “the Son of Man which is in heaven,” thougt 


heaven, like 
1 walking the earth. 
The road to heaven, then, is not laid out as a certain nu 


"I go to prepare a place for you. jut heaver 
“an ethical eondition of the soul We make our heave 
hell and carry it about with us, the light or dark, the beantif 
or hideous aura which our habitual thoughts weave as a 
rounding atmosphere, and in which man's soul dives more t 
man's house, We think we dwell among the ref 
of miles in a given direction, it is just progress in holiness 
draw near to God is the only way of drawing near to heave 
st says, not "I the way," but "Iam the way | 
approach the heavenly place by acquiring the heavenly 
ity. Here is the “fourth dimension " again: " Behold] 
ro forward," says Job, " but He is not there, and backwar 
but I cannot perceive Him, on the left hand, but I cann 
behold Him: He hideth Himself on the right hand that | 
cannot see Him." "The the must be 
the journey is not in miles through the blu 
We are not, aft 


So Chri show 


We 


qu 
/ 


search, advance, 


another plane ; 
sky, but from imperfection to perfection. 
all, carried to heaven by angels. Personal love and purity an | 
the wings which shall lift us there, and they take a long, long 
jut though heaven is a condition, it may vey 


time to grow. 
well be also a place where those in such a condition congregat 


“1 dwell in the high and holy place with him also that is of 1 


contrite and humble spirit." 
After reading taymond ” 

disappointed with the conditions of the next life there hint 

ood things which pas 


some people are grievously 


at. They wonder where are " those g 
y 


man's understanding" and which they had confidently hope 


to inherit immediately after death. But 
nor any other of the well-known Spiritualist books deny th 


neither “ Raymond 


existence of the heaven of unimaginable glories; all they 
And the bitte 


we have met are quite ordinary, "Tl 


is that ordinary people do not at once go there, 


critics of " Raymond’ 
richness of our heaven must be in exact relation to the growt 


of faculty by which we are able to apprehend it.” There an 


" mansions,” dwelling-places or states of being; we sha 


many 
Death is tho gate hy 


gravitate to the one we are suited for. 
which all leave this world, but there are many inner doon 


which must be passed before we enter heaven. 


SPIRIT HELP АРТЕК 


WAR, 


LODGE ON 


OLIVER 
THE 


SIR 
Sir Oliver Lodge, speaking at Hampstead Garden Subur 
on the 6th inst, said that, in the problems of reconstruct 
which would arise ont of the war, he believed that great am 
powerful assistance would be given to earnest workers by spirit 
helpers, oag He believed in the com 


er and powerful to aid. 
tinuity of life after death, and many great men had lived or 


earth whose advice would be of infinite value at the present 
time It to suggest that the Highest 
Intellect which ever existed on this earth was uninterested 
our doings, and though it would be strange if the war brought 
& revival of faith in His teachings, it was far from im 
It was his firm belief that science would shortly 


inconceivable 


WAR 


about 


possible 
prove the definite survival of human life after death and the 


existence of a larger world which swayed our thoughts and 


Daily News,” 


оноп 


[ 
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM AND 
OF THE EVIDENCE FOR SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH. 


By Sir William F. Barrett, F.R.S. 


Professor of Experimental Physics in the Royal College of 

for Ireland, 1873-1910. 

Some New and Remarkable Evidence on Survival Alter Death obtained independently 
of any Professional Medium 

The Anthor, one of the principal fuunders of the Psychic 

Society in 1882, discusses in this vol ne 
from the scientific and religious stand poi ing 
of the evidence he has obtsined, end nclusions he has reache 
after a wide and varied experience extending over more than forty 
years 

In Part IV. he gives some new and remarkable evidence on 
vival After Death" obtained independently of any professional 
mediums, supplem+nting in а most striking manner that adduced by 
Sir Oliver Lodge in his recent work ** Raymond.” 

Inan Appendix suggestions are given to earnest inquirers who may 
wish to obtain evidence for themselves. 

Some OF тне Conrents—Psychical Research and Public Opinion, 
Conflicting Objections of Science and Religion, Physical Phenomena 
of Spiritualism, Levitation and Impunity to Fıre. Direct Voice, 
Materialisation, Spirit Photography, The Aura, Canons of Evidence 
in Psychical Research, Problem of Mediumship, Human Personality, 
Subliminal Self, Apparitions, Automatic Writing Evidence for Identity, 
Proof of Supernormal Messages, Further Evidence of Survival After 
Death, Clairvoyance, Psychology of Trance Phenomens, Difficulties 
and Objections, Cautions and Suggestions, The Divine Ground of the 
Soul, Reincarnation, Telepathy and Its Implications, Superstition and 
Supernatural Miracles. 
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cism to the Belief that Human Personality Survives 


Science 


al Research 
ritualisr 


ime the 


"Sur. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


ч SUNDAY NEXT, AUGUST 19ra. 

Evening, 6.30, Service es 0 — o. MRS. CANNOCK. 
TUESDAY NEXT, AUGUST 218т. 

Evening, 230...  . MR. JOHN KELLAND. 


Lecture on ** Occult Significance of Name, Number and Colour," 
with demonstrations from the audience, 


WEDNESDAY NEXT, AUGUST 22Np. 
Erening, Open Circle, 7.30 ... MRS. MAUNDER. 


HEALING.—Weüdnesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry. No 
charge. Freewill offerings, 


18 SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL? 


By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A, 
х. (Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N. W.). 


With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
Price 254 post free, or 2/3 per dozen. 


| OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 9, 


BOOKS WANTED. 


— Tho London Spiritualist Alliance seeks а copy of each of the 
ing books either by gift or purchase ;— 
tal Factor in Medicine. By ALFRED T. Scnorietp, M.D. 
lents in my Life, Series І. By D. D. Home. 
Fife (Vol, L). By Auvrep Russet WALLACE, 
еі of Psychology (Vol. I.). By PRor, WILLIAM JAMES, 
ногу of Spirit Intercourse, By ANDREW Jackson Davis, 
«> . 


Bodily Death. 


CoNTENTS--Immortality. Investigation 
Further *'Meeting" Cases, Other incidents. Introduction to De 
tailed Reports. Medium's Letter’ and Reports, Sittings with A. 
Wilkinson, T. Tyrrell and A. V. Peters. Table of Foregoing Sittings, 
with Principal Names and Incidents Of Mediums, Sitters and 
“Trivial” Evidence. False Statements and their Explanation, and 
Remarks on Wilkinson's "Forms" Home Mediumship. Telepathy 
and Survival. Influences or Rapport-Objects. Psychical Phenomena 
in Karlier Times. Pre-Existence and the Nature of the After-Life 
Psychical Research and Religion. 

" To students of psychical subjects І commend this work аз an 
authoritative addition to the proofs of supernormal human faculty, 
and incidentally to the evidence for survival of personality beyond 
bodily death.”—Sr1r Ошукн Lopar, F.R.S. 


Cloth, 288 pages, 6/6 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2: 


Methods and Examples. 


The Reality of Psychic Phenomena, 


Raps, Levitations, &c. 


By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc, 
Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, the Municipal Technical 


Institute, Belfast; Extra Mural Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, 


Queen's University of Belfast, &c. 
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The Nature of Life After Death. 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Lately we dealt with the objections of the theological 
айо who thinks he has discovered a crushing argument 
wins psychic phenomena in the fact that they are not 
"spiritual," If there were any validity in that objection 
хош apply at least as strongly to the phenomena of the 
physical world, although even then such poets and seers as 
Worlsworth, Emerson, Blake, Walt Whitman and a host 
if others would stand as witnesses against the objector; 
fr ther minds, not having been cramped by courses of 
8 ic divinity, were large enough to see the signs of 
sholastic divinity, larg gh t tl g f 
Duty everywhere. But the argument against psychic 
phenomena is so easily disposed of that only very unin- 
famed critics would use it. It is, of course, not an 
imgument at all. In the preface to his recent book, "On 
the Threshold of the Unseen,” Sir William Barrett touches 
a the point :— 

None will find in automatic writing or other Spiritualistic 
plenomena the channel for the “communion of saints” which 
Sindependent of material agency and attained only in still- 
шз and serenity of soul. For the psychical order із not the 
spiritual order ; it deals, as I have said elsewhere, only “with 
the external though it be in an unseen world; and its chief 
talus lies in the fulfilment of its work whereby it reveals to us 
tie inadequacy of the external either here or hereafter to 
satisfy the life of the soul.” 

Sr William Barrett, speaking as a protagonist of the sub- 
je and with the clear head so obviously lacking in. most 

critics, makes here the very point which a clerica 
Wiis critics, makes here the very point which a clerical 
thjector fondly seizes as a handy weapon against it. The 
fetis of course, that only through psychic phenomena 
liye many persons come to any realisation that there is a 
spiritual order of life. 


Mrs. M. Le F. Shepherd sends us a letter headed “The 
(Ше Against Spiritualism.” It is supposed to be a reply 
fo the Rev. Ellis С. Roberts. As a matter of fact it is 
umply & challenge to him to reconcile certain apparently 
watradietory aspects in his personal attitude towards the 
mbjet. Mrs. Shepherd quotes Mr. Roberts’ statement 
that he is "not a Spiritualist” and “not very anxious" to 
investigate the phenomena of the séance room; also that 
“the Spiritualists had made out a very good case indeed," 
md that "the evidence seems well attested, the inductions 
apar to be cautiously made," &c., and “the Spiritistic 
Apolhesis . . . gives a fairly satisfactory explanation," 
Allading to Mr. Roberts’ remarks on ` Raymond," Mrs. 
says, “T take it he [Mr. Roberts] certifies the 
Spiritualism as proven on this one piece of testi- 
one!” Somewhat inconsistently she later refers 


to two cases of spontaneous phenomena investigated by Mr, 
Roberts himself. Clearly, then, he was not relying entirely 
on the опе piece of testimony alone.” After further 
allusion to Mr. Roberts’ attitude as a protagonist of 
Spiritualism, our correspondent proceeds 

There is one thing to be done, and that is to call upon Mr 


Ellis Roberts to explain his own position in face of the over- 
whelming testimony he cites in favour of Spiritualism. Will 


t 


he kindly tell us why he is not a Spiritualist, and why he is not 
very anxious to investigate the phenomena of the séance room ? 


This is certainly something very like the 


ul hominem, but for the sake of impartia 


Shepherd the opportun 


the issues which turn upon it 


because the case for or against n surely be 


stated without reference to the personal idiosyncrasies 
whether of its opponents or its defenders. A poet may, 
for instance, feel altogether uninterested in mathematics 
may even have a dislike for it—yet on impersonal grounds 
admit its value in the general scheme of things 


* * * * 


Rev. W. Blissard, 


“Тһе Economic Anti-Christ,” by 
М.А. (Geo. Allen and Unwin, 6s. nei) is the unattractive 
title of a powerful indictment of the present 


sway of economie power, whereby society 
the creation of aggregate wealth 
human values, Industrial enterprise, 
out, is organised on the method of competi 
" The power of money, as it works 
commercial TES tends to the degradati 


masses of the popülation is to materi 


in their own self-respect.’ *. Blissard regards it 


of militarism, for "by militarism is understood tl 
of national dominion and prosp 


of physical force,” and between the two mi 


upon the organisation 


arisms, the 
German and the economic, he finds this family likeness 


that right has to give way to might. In this " dark force" 


behind the throne of world-order he sees the true objective 
of Christian militancy, but unhappily modern Chr 
entrenching itself in spiritual individualism, has renounced 


istianity, 


its claim to be a combatant in the great struggle for world- 


equity. It is this opportunism which promises to be the 


fatal defect of the National Mission as an act of repent- 
ance from national sins : 

A national act of repentance—if real—would be the 
awakening of the nation to the fact that it is so organised as to 
promote personal sins and to make virtuous conduct difficult. 
But no sign is given as to such purpose. On the contrary, the 
National Mission is taught as meaning personal repentance 
only. . . . Personal repentance is, indeed, necessary. Still 
more so is national convietion of sin. And a great occasion is 
being mishandled when the Church of the Nation in its greatest 
religious crusade relies solely upon the opportunism of personal 
amendment as the remedy for evils which to a large extent are 
of collective origin. 


The present offers a great opportunity :— 

Now, in a war-stricken world, Christ is being re-incarnated 
in personal self-devotion. The Church will fulfil its mission if 
it unites with the sacrificial energy of the world-agony in the 
reconstruction of society on principles of Brotherhood. 
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He sang lustily STATIONARY ^ WILL-O'-THE-WISPS." 
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THE VOICE IN THE SILENCE. 


By tHe Rev. Е. 


Кїї 


«G-Ovrp, М.А. 


God їз everywhere, and man knows it. 1 
ami subtle consciousness of the all-seeing ey 
mein vain. ©“ Whither shall I g 
а shall I flee from Thy presence?” 
d tbe forest depths voices whisper His 
Г ЙС of mountain gorges, оп snow f untrodden by t 


в footprints of 


* Earth's crammed with heaven, а 
And every common bush абге with God." 
‘The ancients knew that feeling, and peopled the country- 
L e with rich imagination. Тһе woodcutter would H 
es among the trees or the distant baying of Diar hounds, 
bursting through the undergrowth to drink from the 
img stream would look this way and that for the nymphs 
һе had heard splashing in the pools. And yet how rare 
direct vision. “ Verily Thou art a God that hidest Thy- 
7 "Othat I knew where I might find Him!” 
doll 1 go forward, but He is not there; 
perceive Him.” And when man calls and there is no 
ing yoice but the mocking echo of material things, he 
— made an idol which 


ar Pan's 


cries Job. * 


and backward, but 


shall represent his illu- 


: іа bo found in the heart all the time ; it is from 

п that the whisperings come Je still and know that I 

i” "The kingdom of God is within you." There is 

у le true sanctuary, the only one in which God really dwells on 

шїї; а Presence is there, overlaid, ignored, forgotten, out- 
d perked every day, but ever applauding the good, 

g over the evil and in faithfulness refusing to be quite 


е Eoi that a soul newly passed over heard God 

him, ~ And how did you like my beautiful world?” 

ful!" he replied, astonished; “was it beautiful*" 

а thing had never occurred to him. There d deal 
Which never “ occurs” to us because we are never "still." 

lave attended service in 


need 


is à go 


a church where the ritual was s 
and everybody was so exceedingly busy g 
“correct” that worship was quite out of the que 
Quakers have possession of a great secret— the secret of 
ve. И we make such a noise we shall never hear the “still 
Ш voice, It is because man has been so deaf and pre- 
iupied that God has found it nec 
ih the insistent voice of war. There are people who will 
aiter when someone is playing or singing, and there are many 
РШ not attend even to the harmonies of angels. 
Pour not out words where there is 
«wisdom out of time." The saints with one voice insist on 
ike necessity of meditation, but though many at the present 
talk much to God, there are few who quietly listen to what 
phastosay. We need not be surprised to read that 
silence in heaven about the space of half-an-hour." 


sary to shout to the world 


a musician, and show 


" there 


THE ALLIANCE AND ITS WORK: A DONATION. 


We have to thank Mrs. Т. R. Marshall very cordially for a 
И £50, being the first moiety of £100 kindly promised by 
towards our projected scheme for providing the 


И 


London 

Alliance with a house suitable for an extension of 

; work, with accommodation for members and inquirers, a 

їе laboratory, and other features such as were briefly 

d in the leader in Licur of January 27th. Mrs. 

all hopes that her gift will form an inducement to others 

ibe to the same object, and thus lift the Alliance out 

the old cramped conditions of the past to a position of 
p means and greater usefulness, 


FUxb.—Mrs. Etta Dnfus, of Penniwells, Elstree, 
acknowledges with thanks the following contributions;— 
M. Severn, 55. ; Mr. and Mrs, McBain, 5s. 
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The '" Morning 
worthless." 

The “Saturday 
involuntarily lead . . to 


Post 


Review" hopes that "this Rep: 


discrediting a little further « 


rt will 
пе of 
the most unequivocally degrading superstitions that have ever 
found currency amongst reasonable beings.” The “Sporting 
“If I had my way, a few of the 
leading professional Spiritualists should be sent as ro 
vagabonds to the treadmill for a few weeks. 


good. 


Times" reviewer remarks 


gues and 
It would do them 
They are a canting, deceitful, mischievous lot. Some 
of their dupes are contemptibly stupid— I should say 

Indeed, of the Spiritualists with whom I am 
acquainted are vegetarians, teetotallers, anti-smokers, anti- 
vaccinators, and I know not what also. Perhaps this fact may 
help to explain their otherwise inexplicable folly." 

Such frank expressions of opinion make interesting read- 
ing ; after all, our critics are not quite so cocksure nor yet so 
fearfully angry to-day. Thing в are moving, and in spite of hot- 
tempered individuals whó grow ay oplectie in their vehemence 
the truth is coming into its own. 
motto—even for a Spiritualist. 


insane, 
most 


Festina lente is no bad 
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THE NATURE OF LIFE AFTER DEATH. 

In the Journal” of the American Society for Psychical 
Research, for June last, Dr. Hyslop discusses the question 
of after-death conditions, as arising out of some of the 
communications given in " Raymond,” and especially the 
allusions to brick houses and the whiskey and cigar episode, 
which has proved so tempting a morsel to would-be critics 
that they have not scrupled (and this applies, we are sorry 
to say, to some of the clergy) to garble and distort the 
facts, with clear signs of malice. It is not true, for 
example, that Raymond Lodge stated that he or his com- 
panions drank whiskeys and sodas and smoked cigars. His 
statement was that a newcomer to spirit-life, full of the 
wants and habits of the earth he had but just quitted, once 
asked for a cigar, and that he (Raymond) thought that this 
was an impossible demand ; but, nevertheless, the chemical 
resources of those who ministered to the needs of the 
newly arrived were equal to the production of something 
that appeared to be a cigar, and that the result was 
effectual in gradually weaning the new spirit from his earth 
appetites, And the same applies to the " whiskey" and the 
- soda water" and the” meat" dealt with in the “Raymond” 
messages. The things were produced for a special purpose; 
they formed no part of the normallife of the spirit when 
acclimatised to his new conditions. ‘That is made so clear 
that those who misrepresent the story must be either very 
stupid or very unscrupulous, It does not matter whether 
they accept the statements or not. To distort the account 
and then pronounce it to be absurd is calculated to produce 
in the mind of the unbiassed thinker the suspicion that the 
absurdity may lie in the distorted story and not in the 
The. latter strikes us as simple and natural 


ugly 


story itself. 
enough. Тһе. attempts to pervert it have an 
significance. 

Dr. Hyslop handles the question in his own way, care- 
fully bringing out the facts as recorded. And, dealing with 
the general issue of the apparent materiality of after-death 
conditions, he expresses the view that the prejudice excited 
against the idea of a post-mortem world that seems in some 
measure to duplicate the facts of this one arises from the 
Cartesian philosophy which taught the idea of a complete 
and utter separateness between the two :— 


It is this assumption that makes the talk of spirits about 
houses, clothes and other physical realities so preposterous. 
Bat the Cartesian philosophy may be only half-true, There 
may be some sort of opposition between mind and matter, 
'ctive and objective existence, but it 


thought and reality, subj 
may be no more than physicists set up between the sensible and 
super-sensible world in their own realm. It is well known that 
there are super-sensible physical realities, without going to the 
atoms or corpuscles for them ; for instance, the air, many of the 
gases, X-rays, and perhaps many more known to the laboratory. 
They are still like and unlike sensible reality, and there is no 
a priori reason why the antithesis between mind and matter 
should not be resolved in the same way, and to do this would 
deprive the ridicule of many claims in Spiritualism of its force. 


One is glad to have from such an authority an endorse 
ment of the attitude we have frequently taken on this ques- 
tion. We have long clearly seen that all states from lowest to 


IC LEGE T. 
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highest melt and merge into each other ; the chainof sequen 
is always there, although we are not able to trace all the 
links. Some of the criticism we hear regarding the Spirit 
istic presentation of life after death disregards the most 
elementary laws of thought. We have heard the objective 
side of post-mortem conditions denounced on the ground 
that after death the life of the spirit would be wholly ад 
As though 
The man who sets out to criticis 


"interior" one. you could have an interior 
without an exterior! 
statements to be found not only in " Raymond” but in 
innumerable other books on the same subject, must haye 
room for more than one idea in his mind. He must frankly 
recognise that the statement of facts on a low plane of 
spirit existence (which includes the life of this world) dogs 
not in the least degree negative the reality of the most 
experiences that transcend the highest 


exalted experiences 
Let him be sincere with him 


reaches of human thought. 
self. Many of those from whom the loudest protests have 
proceeded regarding the whiskey and cigars in " Raymond 

are themselves addicted to those luxuries. It may pleas 
them to look forward to being instantaneously changed at 
death into radiant angels with no speck or stain of earth. 
Nevertheless, we can imagine some of them, when this 
pleasant illusion is dissipated, being humbly grateful forthe 
services of the skilled chemists whom Raymond describes, 
and thus enabled gradually to overcome those earth-appe 
tites which they indulged here while affecting to scom 
them. 

Dr. Hyslop goes very fully into the philosophy of the 
matter аз concerns the reality or non-reality of the experi- 
ences described in “Raymond.” That is a question on 
which we have not space to follow him very far. We have 
discussed the subject many times in Licat, but it hs 
always seemed to us that the problems of the life to come 
are but a slight extension of the problems which confront 
us here. Life is all of one piece. We do not need to go 
to communications from the next world to find matter for 
interminable discussions on the difference between reality 
and dream or illusion, ‘There are plenty of people in our 
midst who question the actual reality of this present life, 
and who are full of vague theories about its delusive character 

=» dream within a dream,” fantastic, ephemeral, and » 


forth. But here, as elsewhere, we find no gaps, no ultimate 
separateness. What we are dealing with is not alterna- 


tively illusion or reality, but reality in an infinite number 
of grades, conditioned by the consciousness. When we 
discover, as so many of us have done, that the individual 
human consciousness is not limited to a temporary life on 
earth, the conclusion is strengthened and illuminated, 
Bécause then the old objection that a house or a tree ju 
be real " because it is a fact for all whatever their mental 
outlook ” is easily met by pointing out that it may not be 
a fact at all for a person outside the physical condition, 
" tree" may be quite non-existent 


: L2. d 
just as his house” or 


to us. No doubt some spirits are in a dreamy or bemused 
condition. But so are some mortals, and the testimony 
of either regarding their conditions is clearly unreliable. 
To accept, as some do, the reality of spirit beings, but to 
describe their account of their surroundings as ` dream- 
stuff” always strikes us as a dangerous proceeding. The 
argument is two-edged. 

“Put us outside the physical world,” says Dr. Hyslop, 
"and we shonld probably question its existence or possi- 
bility.” To which we might add that even if we accepted 
its existence, we might gather some very extraordinary 
conclusions regarding it. If we decided that its inhabitants 


were more or less mad, and all in the throes of a horrible 


nightmare, nobody could blame us! 
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DR. CRAWFORD'S EXPERIMENTS. 
A Srrikinc Review. 


— By the courtesy of Mr. Ray Knight, the London representa- 
tire of “The Statesman,” the Indian journal, we are enabled to 
the following passages from an article on Dr. Crawford's 
«periments, which appeared in that newspaper on June Sth ; 


Fow indications of the bias of educated thought during the 
thundred years are more striking than the long-maintained 
determination of scientific men to proscribe inquiry into the 
лоша happenings of the séance room. So confidently did 
the philosophy of the Victorian era found itself on the con- 
[ that the universe holds nought but matter in the 
ain Which our senses can recognise it, and that the phe- 

ena of life and mind are merely exhibitions of properties 
ent in such matter, that any excursion into a domain 
these postulates were or might be overthrown was for- 

dden under pain of excommunication, and all the forces of 
authority, ridicule and an omniscient contempt were employed 
to deter the adventurous from exploring regions whose very 
e was incompatible with the science of the time. 

hen Sir William Crookes, then a brilliant young investigator 

o fields of chemistry and physics, undertook inquiry into 

ügular phenomena associated with the famous medium 
Koome, he did so at the imminent risk of professional 

е Royal Society stopped its ears to the account 

y Professor Crookes of his laboratory experiments 

ПШ the medium, while its leading spirits, though they would 
aot accept his invitation to come and witness the experiments 
themselves, thought it no shame to denounce them in 
tific journals as the product of imposture and ignor- 
vain did Dr. A. R. aE, himself joint artificer 


ic philosophy, буға his belief i in the genuine- 
of the so-called Spiritualistic "phenomena. Where, as in 
сазе and Professor Crookes’, the reputation of the heretic 
s too well secured to be displaced, a deprecatory allusion 
the foibles and weaknesses of great minds was thought a 
it reply to such testimony ; but when be was one of 
tank, the sledge-hammer of authority descended with all 
ce and crushed the unhappy innovator like an egg-shell. 
was the cause of Truth defended by the champions sworn 
protection—much, one might say, as Belgium was 
ded by her guarantor Germany ; and thus was the great 
son slowly burnt into the rising generation, that the prime 
and object of all education is to inculcate a wholesome 
ust of authority! Тһе fact of course was that, 
truth and the science of the day could not co-exist 
same environment, the science felt justified by 
own laws in going to any length for the sake of self- 
ation (the German parallel again obtrudes itself), 
and no alternative was available but to suppress the truth as 
| possible, and denounce it as falsehood whenever it dared 
itshead. Save for one or two notable survivals, how- 
r y whom Sir Ray Lankester is, perhaps, the most pro- 
this school of obscurantism has few disciples nowadays; 
"i it has transmitted a curious little bequest to posterity in 
6 prejudice still subsisting against investigation of the 
cal phenomena.” One would have supposed that this 
of Spiritualism would have been the first to attract the 
tific inquirer, It lends itself to examination by the accus- 
dmethods of scales and camera; its results can be con- 
as rigidly as those of a chemical experiment; it can be 
fated under conditions exclusive of fraud; in a word, it 
in be made to yield exactly that “laboratory evidence” on 
alone the scientific men of a generation ago would con- 
mt to rely as proof of any proposition. On the other hand, 
performances of the trance medium, the automatic writer 
the Bycrystal-gazer are attended by all the corresponding 
vantages ; they cannot be examined by physical methods, 
capricious and insusceptible of control, while even if 
| сап be excluded from the conditions under which they 
obtained, it is practically impossible to shut out the end 
of thought-transference which deprives their results of 
lug, Every consideration would, therefore, seem to point 
investigation of the physical phenomena first and the 
physical afterwards ; whereas the course followed has been 
the opposite. During the thirty odd years of its exist- 
a Psychical Research Society has done much excellent 
ithas left the physical phenomena almost entirely 
T ! never ceasing to complain of the difficulty of se- 
finite and unequivocal proof from the metaphysical ; 
o the example set by Sir W. Crookes in 1870, a 
seems to have characterised all other in- 
unknown. Тһе reason is not far to seek. The 
is only another name for fear, and the fear is the 


ctance 


EIGHT. 
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bequest irom scientific obscurantism to which allusion has just 
been made, In other words, the physical phenomena have been 
left severely alone because no man of science was prepared to 
face the revelations that he secretly knew must ensue upon 
their honest investigation. 

But—to use a once familiar phrase—we are getting on, 
though not over rapidly. The terror of the unknown is gradually 
giving way before the «cientia sacra fames, and inquiry into the 
physical phenomena is at last being conducted—with the 
inevitable result. Dr. W. J. Crawford, Lecturer in Mechanical 
Engineering at the Municipal Technical Institute of Belfast, 
comes to his task trained in what is called scientific method, 
and equipped with all the resources of the physics laboratory. 
He has been so fortunate as to secure the services of a private 
medium, a young lady who lends herself to his experiments 
with the approval and active assistance of her family, and 
without fee or reward save such as accrues from the conscious 
performance of useful work. In these favourable circumstances 
the signs and wonders have been duly forthcoming in a shape 
in which the materialist—if such there still be—must either 
consent to accept them or else commit intellectual suicide, 


After a description of the experiments which are now well 
known to our readers, the article proceeds :— 


The experiments are all clearly detailed in Dr. Crawford's 
book, and the reader is invited to consider them for himself and 
check the author's conclusions in the light of his own judgment 
and experience. If he has happened to see the series of mate- 
rialisation photographs taken three or four years ago by Dr. 
Schrenck-Notzing, he will follow the argument with better com- 
prehension. Brief reference is made to the intelligences— 
extra-human or human-subconscious—which direct the experi- 
ments, and here again the facts are laid before the reader with 
a commendable candour and absence of dogmatic assertion. 


18 IT “ORGANISED LIVING MATTER"? 


Mr. Benjamin Davies, of Wilford, Enfield, writes :— 


The results of recent experiments made by Dr. Crawford 
and published in Licur of July 21st, which I have just read, 
appear to me more surprising than any results he has yet given 
us. Are we to assume that the loose matter taken from the 
medium is organised living matter? The results shed quite a 
new light on the question of levitation. Опе is prepared to 
accept a theory of the cantilever such as is described by Dr. 
Crawford in his book, and also suggested by Sir Oliver Lodge 
in 1894 in connection with the Eusapia Paladino experiments, 
as а projection from the body of the medium (Journal 
S.P.R., Vol. VL, р. 334). But here, surely, is something very 
different—not an active projecting arm, but a loose mass of 
matter withdrawn from the medium in huge quantities which 
can be left on the floor anywise, or be shapened into rods or 
stiffened into levers for active purposes as desired! Very 
wonderful and possibly quite true. Can matter, in a similar 
manner, be withdrawn from a mas: of inanimate matter, or 
must it always be living; and, if living, can it be withdrawn 
from the body of an animal, say a dog; or is the 
limited to the organised matter of human beings ? 

The matter withdrawn is apparently of considerable density 
and subject to gravitation, yet quite impalpable and invisible— 
an extraordinary result ! 


process 


THE DIRECT VOICE: A SUGGESTION. 
A correspondent writes that on reading the report on page 

240 of a séance with Mrs. Roberts Johnson, the question at 
once occurred to him why a gramaphone should not be used on 
such occasions. Ѕисі а song as Jock is reported to have sung 
could then be exactly recorded with all the quality and inflec- 
tions of the voice, so that persons who knew the singer in this 
life would be able to say whether they were those of his voice 
when on this side, We see no reason why such a suggestion 

should not be adopted, but all who are familiar with direct 

voice phenomena know that there is sometimes a considerable 

difference between the voice of a communicating spirit and the 

voice which was peculiar to him when on earth. The resem- 
blance is usually represented by a number of minor points, such 
as the manner and style of speech, and here the likeness is 
often very marked. 


Ir we could but once a year exchange two words with our 


loved and lost, Death would be no longer Death.— ERNEST 
Renan, 
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EXPERIENCES OF THE DYING. 


We continue to receive testimony regarding the apparent 


experience on the part of dying persons that they are being 


welcomed by angel beings—dear friends or relatives 


M.S., an Edinburgh lady, who, though not a trained nurse, 
an account of the 


has had much nursing experience, sends us 
бег of her next 


death from fever of the little six-year-old de 
door neighbour. The mother was sadly ne 
how ill the child was, left her for hours at a time in 


lectful and, not 


realisi 


charge of her brother, a boy of twelve Going in one day to 
see what she cou for little Nellie, M.S. observed an ex- 
f radiant joy on the child's face. To our correspon 


pression of y 
dent's clairvoyant vision the small chamber was filled with a 
room, 


'just as if there were no walls to the 


bright light, 
and she saw above the bed the figure of another child, who 


Then a long stream of mist, 
" 


ap- 


peared to be waiting or what 


rm draped in mist, floated upward from the 


seemed a human f 
It had half emerged when the mother 


head of the dying girl. 
At once the spirit returned to the body and the ex- 
The mother was 


entered, 
pression of joy was replaced by one of pain. 
Again the mist rose from the head, again 


induced to retire. 
ly 


Nellie's face wore 
In a few minutes the emergence was complete, 
and 


look of ecstasy, and with a cry of ` 


she was gone 
the forms of the two children blended with one anothe: 


vanished. Not till afterwards did M.S. learn that Lily was a 
sister of Nellie's who had passed away about a year before. 
Another correspondent— Mr. William Price, of Bristol 
writes that he was once watching by the cot of a dying child 
of just over eight months when the little one, looking into his 
face with a radiant smile, lifted one arm and pointed to a far 
Mr, Price turned his gaze in the direc- 


corner of the room. 
attention. 


tion indicated, but could see nothing to attract 
“But the child's features were irradiated with a supreme 
brightness, and looking from me to the corner at which he was 
still pointing, his little spirit passed to its new abode." 

Miss E. P. Prentice, though she does not give us any 
psychic experience of her own, tells us that she is constantly 
coming in touch with those of other people, and a short time 
ago she received the following" from a lady acquaintance 
(whose address she furnishes us, but not for publication). 
This lady's father was a strictly moral man, but never attended 
any religious services, and, when he was lying on his death-bed, 
his wife, who was a Methodist, expressed concern for his soul's 
welfare, and asked if he would see a clergyman. He replied, 
"No! Look! The ro They are coming 


so quickly—coming for me!" and whe 


m is full of angels. 


| he passed his face 


wore a heavenly smile of joy and peace. Miss Prentice 
adds: 

Hospital nurses say that the majority of dying persons are 
quite unconscious in their last hours. Doubtless the psychic 
body, in the throes of disentangling, functions partly on another 


plane of existence. Clairvoyants vary in their statements, but 
I think we may depend upon the testimony of the dying, who 
get clearer vision when about to depart, and Stephen said, 
" the heavens open." 

" E." writes 


I was a hospital and private nurse for twelve year 
during that time I never saw signs of ecstasy on the face of a 
dying person 

But I nursed my mother 


and as the end drew near h« 


a long and painful 


hrot 


g ceased he ge 


"all kinds of 


wards and began to speak 


someone, 2 


lovely flowers Later on, 
turned to us who were 
«s to the new-comer. Her face expresse 
more than twenty years have 1 


n 


the scene is as vivid as though i 


wa 
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» acknowledge, with thanks, the fo 


We have t 


donations to this fund 


> 
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Iv EGET T. 
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[August 18, 1817 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From "Liaur" or AvcGusT 20TH, 1887.) 


As long as the publie is willing to be deceived, it will bed 


ceived. So long as it expects the heavenly host, especially 
own friends, at a given hour every evening on the payment 


a dollar or two, it will get something as silly as its own expe 


All the great ones will be brought up to tickle t] 


Ihi 


tations. 
poor creature’s vanity, and to talk rubbish at his will, 
the residuum not yet eliminated which early bad methods 
It has to be faced and sternly d 
ised for. And this t} 


on left to us. 


investigat 


nounced, not overtly or covertly apolog 


more because, unless some professed mediums are slanderg 


America under 


flourish in 


nefarious practices 
But let it not be forgotten that t 


much-abused mediumship. 


so-called investigator is more to blame than the medium 


study of the common conditions of mediumship should alway 


precede any experimental investigation in the circle. 


“ М.А. (Oxon 


Mr. Redway announces the first number of “ Lucifer 


Theosophical Monthly," edited by Madame Blavatsky and Mis 


Mabel Collins (Mrs. Keningale Cook). 


LIFE. 


VISION OF 


THE NEWER 


In the course of his address at Hampstead Garden Suburl 


on the 6th inst., briefly alluded to last week, Sir Oliver Lodg 


said :- 
The last thing a deep-sea fish would discover is water. If 
would never know of the existence of water, though it live 


and moves in it. That is our position with regard to the ether 


the mysterious entity of which matter is composed and ye 
which makes no appeal to us. The point I want to emphasis 
is the omnipresence of the unseen (I use the word “unseen” 
in the generic sense to include untouched and unfel 
nce of the unseen is a great revelation of scie 


It 
The great 


e for life, i 


omnipr 
is all ar 
extent of the universe, the field of this stru 

what has been revealed to us. You are engaged in discussing 
the work of reconstruction after the war. 16 would help уж 
in this work to realise that this great universe has not c 
into existence for nothing, that we are responsible meml 


ound us, an immense reservoir of energy. 


i 


that we can help in the course of evolution and that now is 
great opportunity for giving that help. The future of the me 
depends partly upon each one of us. All the work we am 
doing is worth while, and we are not alone. You know that! 
consider that one of the revelations of science is that our 
it does not come to an end, 
If so, what 


existence continues, that 
survival beyond death is a fact. 
Surely that we are surrounded by a host « 
have worked here in the past and whose inte 
of humanity is still active, who are keenly 
and are able to help, and, as I think, to guide 
helpers does not make any appeal to our senses 
longer material bodies but they may have etl 
what does not appeal to our senses may exist 
Those who think 
strangely mistaken. 
Christianity has flourishe 
the world it is yet an 
strange if this ghastly war 


is the conseq 


stranger things have h 


do, I believe that th« 


to as it has 


never 


We yi 
ministe 

In the 
Denton ы 


Grantham 
On the day of his death hi 


room, and what sounded 


thrown at tl 


a 
went to lo au 
anything f 

news that her son was drowned, 
i 1oment she heard the 

was buried Ockham Cemetery 
me the inscription on his tor 


= 
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OCCUPATIONS HEREAFTER. 


A SUGGESTIVE IF “ UNSCIENTIFIC” DESCRIPTION, 
h » —— 
by шоп oceupations on earth,whatever may be our speciality, 


of jere is involved a spiritual counterpart. An architect would 
je busy helping the unimaginative and unidealistic to attain 
the beautiful, and во showing the souls who lived in and pre- 
fred squalor and ugly surroundings the connection between 
! thelaw of beautiful living, our bodies, and the homes in which 


| lve The geographer would be connecting the contour 
* ind map of the earth with the etherial planes which correspond 
| with the physical surface, learning and showing the deeper 
! spiritual relationship between them. The botanist would 
d mand study the flowers just as on earth, but in their 
\ _qlarility, radiant in outline and luminous in the colours 
! E hich they display. The physicist and chemist will 

d their finer studies in the investigations and dis- 

woreries.of the elements, laws and forces which will mark 


the dawn of conscious knowledge of the oneness and unity of 
nd they will forward to earth’s inhabitants the results of 
thar findings. So the inventor will never cease to plan, 
pnstruct and create what will work for greater human service» 
wth in the spiritual spheres and on earth. Those 
sponsible will be taught and learn responsibility. 
0 seemed, and were, conscienceless will be made to obey the 
still small voice of the soul. Those will be 
a to respect life, even that of a grovelling worm; 
e who were vain, proud, flippant, indifferent to life's highest 
fd purposes, will come to learn how great is true worth, how 
ifed is labour, how sacred is one's honour and character, 
low beneficial are all experiences of life. The falsifier will 
am so to love truth that any sacrifice will not be too great to 
forit. And on the spirit side of life such occupations 
p these phases of character will be chosen, in order to 
‘the sorrow and dispel the shadow which errors made 
ssible on the way from earth to heaven. When it is said that 
“not hate; knowledge, not ignorance; truth, not error or 
hood ; justice and mercy, not force and cruelty, bring the 
exalted stations in the spirit world, it implies that these 
es and their opposites have the same values on earth, 
h the results are not so evident. 
id yet false, unjust, cruel, hateful, and ignorant. 
tepresent only temporal power, and abject weakness, humiliation, 
dmisery after death until the soul expiates his selfishness. 
no doubt the occupation of any miser, like Scrooge in 
ens’ “Christmas Carol,” 
hatever he does, in order to undo his past and improve his 
nt spiritual station. 
the spirit side of life have the least to do with wages or what 
jean obtain in an objective sense, but only with what we can be 
in а subjective or spiritual sense. Let the reader not 
er himself that the soul can divorce itself from its business 
h by the change called death. No such 
qewible, Whatever magic death performs, 
(е Ш harvest of whatever it has sown, 
ше шау be. Nature never parries nor parleys. 
porise nor compromise. She pays her de 
g obligation from all. As touching our occupations in the 
fter in the light of necessity, duty, and choice, the object 
00 end of all labour is soul-unfoldment, and not merely 
lsppiness. Happiness, joy, peace, are by-products or effects of 
Bunfoldment. As the realisation of truth is the object of 
A and not "art for art’s sake," so character is the measure of 
e of both art and truth. 
—From “ Beckoning Hands from the Near Beyond," 
by Dn. J. C. Е. СкисмювїхЕ. 


who were 


Those 


who murdered 
while 


A person may be rich, 


Such riches 


will be to practise benevolence 


So our occupations and vocations on 


miracle is 
it brings the soul 
good or evil, as the 

She does not 
and exacts the 


ТИЕШЕ is no wealth but life—life including all its powers of 
Du toy and of admiration. That country is the richest 
Ф nourishes the greatest number of noble and happy human 
; that man is richest, who, having perfected the functions 
r 5 own life to the utmost, has also the widest helpful 
both personal and by means of his possessions, over 
‘of others.—Joux RUSKIN. 
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PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES: АХ INQUIRY, 
` Yestr " (a military correspondent) writes to ask whether 
our readers can throw any light on his experiences, He and 
his wife have substituted for table movements a rather novel 


method of communication. Sitting opposite one another, they 
join hands by the lady placing her hands, held palms downward, 
on those of her husband, held palms upward, and both bending 
As each letter of the 
strike 


hands 


alphabet is pronounced, 
hands swing inward and each other, the letter 
by the together, 


small instrument connected with an 


their fingers. 
their 
wanted being 
“ Yestr " 
electric buzzer, and capable of being moved by a light breath. 
When this instrument has been on a table about four feet from 
the sitters, invisible agencies have in daylight formed the con- 
with 


indicated remaining 


also designed a 


and breaking contact in compliance 
" Yestr's " jut the light " Yestr " 
to the messages he receives. They purport to come not only 
and friends, but from the 
of the 
are the persons they profess to be, 
same individuals, and he is puzzled by the 


nection, making 
requests, wants is in regard 
guides of well- 
entities, he 


others are im- 


from relatives 
known 
believes, 


spirit 


mediums, Some communicating 


personators of thes. 
fact that those he takes to be impersonators seem to have more 


power than those whom he supposes to be the real people. 


RELIGION A PART OF THE ELAN VITAL. 
teligion has not come to man from without; it has not 


descended upon him from above; it is not something mechanic- 


ally added on to him like a new upper story superimposed upon 


the general structure of his animal instincts and intelligence 
'This conception of a special religious faculty or instinct peculiar 
to man will have to be surrendered ; as also the idea, at one 


n the 


that religion or supernatura] 


time entertained, 


communication of divine knowled rrimitive man, who as 
a moral and rational being alone ngst the earth's inhabi- 
tants was supposed capable of receiving it These and 


all similar external views of the nature of religion and its origin 


must belaid on one side. . . Religious experience, if we 
would rightly understand its true function in human life, cannot 
and must not be dis ated from thé 


does not mark an absolute bre 


continuous line with 


in direct and 


" of life from thet 
the planet until now. Rel 
t all it 


ment and " urge 


been con- 


tinuous throughou 


in unbroken continuity witl 


what 


ascend, 


deed, i 


is, in ts high 


Erratum.—In the f age 


250 of Mr, 
structive Spiritualism,” the 
quoted at 1s. It should have I 
Ovr of the thorn the rose; out t the darkne lawn 


гш and the rain the sur 
s and the tears the 
power ' 


and the day; out of the 
the bow of promise; out of the t 
ledge, and out of the knowledge the 
A PRIVATE in a company stationed at Thetf 
writes to inquire how he can get in ё with i 
that district. If we have any Spiritualist readers in Th 
or neighbourhood, we shall, on hearing from them, be pleased to 
put them in communication with our correspondent 
Tae Present Cxisis.—In submitting to us а long 
of a work which he is desirous of placi ing befure hap п 
" Nemo" expresses his convicti: } 
man has reached an important no 
ence which marks the end of his r« 
much that is mistaken in his life and c 
his further progress upon earth. If all 
the present war, then he will live to ach eve real progress and 
prosperity in his earthly existence.” ‘emo ” holds it, how- 
ever, to be “no mere figure of speech to say that at the present 
time men and nations are in reality fi fighting for the further 
existence of all humanity upon earth.” 


Т 


know- 


Norfolk, 


synopsis 


rat 18 barring 


es well with him in 


{ 
\ 
4 
E] 
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the state being with great cle s, and But why ass tha E 
accompanied with s wealth of detail and in the midst of s S ta : 


that ! 
disti 
worthy son of 


It were foolishness t 


tous a statement on the 


tag 
eGect had 
other wo 


I do de 


bat г 


е of whom men said thal 
back into ] ood," the adver ne s] 


fied to further the work s 


who are 


as it generally i 


Е 
full fruit 


regarded as one predisposed to ! 
doxy," and those who laboured t 


different task to perform from that of those who sought to 
lighten Stainton Moses—w hose ortho 


what obstinat 
opposed their teachings—yet they have convinced me that o 1 
life is ordered for us, and that the time is fully ripe, ог rath 

y nu 


Just as life must either give out new life or decay and 

» x 1 nu rive ft always such knowledge as he pos 
will be fully ripe after the nations have been purged and pre- an ID MM KD sols pun A = lge as NER 
red for a clesrer revelation by tl World-War, f a) And in proportion as he does so, he develops and grows; axi 

0; аг гете к y di yrid- _ à i І 3 } = 
parec c е Каа КЕ LM RAD — as he neglects to do so, he deteriorates. So the very 
appearance of One who shall marshal the hosts of those who function a human being can fulfil is to hand on the 
already begin to cherish a religion of true brotherly love, and Dr. Hector Munro. — 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The re-appearance, in a revised edition, of Mr. Н, ( 
Wells’ famous book, “ First and Last Things” (Cassell and 
(б, Ltd., 6s. nel) is one of the literary events of the time 
ad now that the attention of all thoughtful people is so 
osely directed to human life, its meanings and its values, 
thework is bound to have many new students. Most of 
le book is taken up with questions which have no very 
pecial relation to the subjects to which Licur is devoted, 
ithough in the chapter on Metaphysics those who have 
pinal a knowledge of psychical and spiritual realities will 
ind much to arrest their attention. For to many of them 
twill appear that they have become clearly conscious of 
mother dimension of thought, of which Mr. Wells at 
present has only glimpses and suspicions. He has, for 
aumple, discovered that “relentless logic is only another 
mme for stupidity —for a sort of intellectual pigheadedness” 
that is to say, there is-a point at which logic breaks 
{уш in the examination of things. Не dilates on this 
question through several pages. Some of our subtler 
thinkers, like Mr. F. C, Constable, could put it all into a 
fo sentences by the aid of the new lights they have gained 
bya study of the psychical possibilities of life. Mr. Wells 
(p 228) is apparently under the delusion that Spiritualism 
isentirely а question of "tapping at the underside of a 
mahogany table or scratching stifled incoherence into a 
bel slate.” tis wittily put; only, like some of Lord 
Micaulay’s epigrams, it attains brilliance at the expense of 


3 * * * * 

9 

о dead,” says Mr. Wells pontifically, "stay where 
we lave them . living they were mortal. But 
now they can never spoil themselves or be spoilt by change 
n, They have finished—for us, indeed, just as much as 
‘themselves. ‘There they sit for ever rounded off and bright 
midone, Well, while we agree with Mr. Wells regarding 
e limitations of logic, yet it has a very definite and practical 
шећеге, What is the matter with those positive pronounce- 

ments of Mr. Wells which we have just quoted? In the 
[ mt place it is clear that Mr. Wells is writing of one 
and thinking of another. He is confusing the 
dead” with memories of the “dead,” and is assuming also, 
juite unwarrantably, that а thing is always “spoilt” by 

p, He paints for us a. vivid picture of his friend Bob 

nson, and assumes (quite rightly) that wherever he 

s he will retain the characteristics that marked him 

n lifo, “TE he lives he Hiss as I knew him,” says Mr. 


t WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIONT,”—Paul, 
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Stevenson doubtless continues as he was— а presence 
utterly concrete, slouching, eager, quick-eyed, intimate and 
profound,” and not as some beautiful and ineffectual angel, 
Only, for Mr. Wells, his friend Bob Stevenson ~ walks for 
ever about a garden in Chiswick, talking in the dusk." 
Those who can conceive of f Henley, that literary Viking, 
eager, masterful, strenuous (a vivid memory to some of us) 
as “tapping at the underside of a mahogany table, ќе,” 
are dreary fools and knaves" “If he found himself 
among the circumstances of a Spiritualist séance he would, 
Г know, instantly smash the table with that big fist of his,” 
says Mr. Wells, Of course if our vanished friends are by 
us resolved into mere memories, these memories will 
doubtless act out the parts assigned to them—the obedient 
puppets of « memory-world. But suppose they are alive, 
breathing, sensible creatures, with will, thought and 
emotion—what then? Clearly they will not be limited by 
our ideas, but only by their own. 


* Li * * 


~ Light on the Future; being extracts from the Note- 
book of a member of the Society for Psychical Research, 
Dublin" (Kegan Paul, 3s. 6d. nef), is a record of com- 
munications received at sittings of a small circle of friends 
held in a private drawing-room in Dublin from 1905 to 
the present year. At first they were obtained by table- 
tilting ; afterwards through the Ouija-board. A chapter 
which will arrest attention is that in which a great number 
of persons who have passed over are questioned regarding 
the pursuits in which they are now engaged. Judging from 
their replies it would appear that, as the personality and 
therefore the individual tastes are unchanged by the fact 
of transition, the occupation followed here, so far as it 
coincided with the individual’s tastes and afforded expres- 
sion to his or her special gifts and talents, is continued 
there: the artist continues his painting, the gardener his 
care of flowers and plants, the farmer his farming; even those 
who here enjoyed looking after horses and other animals 
ате represented as still engaged in the same kind of em- 
ployment, or at least in something analogous to it. All 
this beside what may be regarded as the more spiritual 
tasks of training the young, helping to raise the fallen, 
and cheering the lonely and depressed. ‘The communiea- 
tions where they take the form of replies to questions are 
generally conveyed in single short sentences—almost blunt 
in their brevity—as when to the remark, We are told 
that it isnot good for you to come,” the communicating 
entity retorts, “That is nonsense, for how could it injure 
me to talk to you?” But we are bound to say that in our 
view much of the material included in the book could well 
have been spared, as likely to be of little, if any, interest 
outside the circle for which it was intended, 


Next week we hope to publish a letter from Sir Oliver 
Lodge on the subject of “Critics of Psychical Inquiry." 

Corres of Mr. W. Н. Evans’ new work, “Constructive 
Spiritualism," reviewed by Dr. Powell on page 250, ean be 
obtained from this office, price 2s, nef, or post free 2s, 4d. 
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August 20th, 1917.—On this day I did make a visit 


once more to earth to behold the way whereby messages 
descendants, as told to me by 


idea. But Lord! 


may be sent from us to our 


W. Pen, who is mightily taken with the 


it did seem to me strange and scarce to be believed, though 


much discourse hath passed on the matter amongst 
1 of my own 
ain all that 


se, with many others 


But Mr. Gregory, an understanding gentlema 


th, did go with us and 


days on the e 


We did enter a strange hou 


passed. 


unknown to me, some of whom were able at the matter, 
having long practice. 

Not all was clear to me, but did listen to the talk of 
them that side, 
ehirurgeon as it seems, made sport of the business, saying 


waited to hear from our One man, a 


that our messages were simple imagination, and much 
argument as to whether a spirit hath a body and brain. 
Whereat I did pinch myself to find if I were real, so 
strongly did the idea take hold upon my mind. But some 
amongst us thought very sadly of the thing, and their 
hearts did ake that we should be received so slightingly. 
And it is worth considering the ill state the world is in 
that they shonld tattle so much nonsense. For here we 
be, as live as ever we were, and under their very noses. 


with a wise woman 


But I was mightily taken very 
amongst the company we visited who hath the power to 
see us, and did give accounts of some of those amongst us. 
And she did give the chirurgeon a description of a Colonel], 
a man of my own day who perished in the Great Plague, 
and who was his ancestor. He owned it was correct, but 
said he did have a picture at home of the Colonell, and the 
read his mind. But Lord! 


was there for I had speech with him, and 


woman had either seen it or 
the Colonell 
marvelled at such silly talk. 
come with me do suggest that the Colonell who is a man 


My cozen Roger who had 
of a brave high spirit do make himself visible to the 
fellow, but this, it seems, was not possible, for doubt do 
cast strange clouds on the mind, which makes it a miracle 
to me to think that the earth may know anything of us at 
all, for the most do not believe, in the which they are 
confirmed, poor fools, by acts of parliament, passed after 
my day. And strange it is that the Church, except for 
some of the clergy who stand stoutly for us, do hold with 
Neverthele 


the woman who did see the 


the unbeliever [ did rejoice that besides 


Colonell (she being a very 
sweet-natured and well-dispored woman) there was present 


a member of the Royall Society, whose college T did help 


to build, who did bear hi estimony to us, and ] 
not si ( se more fit for Science to espouse, For 
with the great warr now raging on the earth the 
mucl rrowful bereavement, and it were well tha 
the truth should be known We found much divers 
the talk of an aged man in the circle who tells the rest 
that we are a sort of outlandish beings which he did ter 


ind bade them beware of us. But ешеш 
Royall Society did say this was a ridiculous, n 
he did talk sharply 


vain opinions, Ап 


to the ehirurgeg 


ie, and 


study and not to 


bidding him utter 


woman spoke to the like purpose, all to my 


But all these chidings did bring in a con 


great content. 


tradictious element, which in some fashion strange to me 
made difficult the commerce between our party and tle 
earth so that we dispersed, the meeting being no longa 
Which did remind me of the Fanatickes of my 


the churches to the great 


pr fitable. 


own day who did brawl in 


scandal of religion. But Lord! how strange that so many 


of these folk on earth should be so mightily puffed up with 
conceit as not to endure that any but themselves can b 


alive, and to talk so sillily of us, who did good work for then 


in our day, as that we be meer figments and fancif 


I did ask my cozen Roger his opinion of the 
bade me think of th 


existences. 
business whereat he laughed, and 
days when I grieved over the rent in my fine new camlett 
cloak, which I had long forgot. In the days to come, he 
did say, the breach between our worlds will be no mor 
Which to me 
seems a wise saying to the ve ry degree of a prophecy, whic 
may Heaven fulfill. And first heavy аш 


troubled, but anon to my musique and much excellent di 


than the rent in your cloak, cozen Samuel. 


so home, at 


course from the noble spirits of my own day who dwell near 
me in the beautiful country I do now inhabit. And Ido 
ct how that through all the griefs and follies of th 


re 
earth the spirit passes unharmed, and the thought di 
transport me, and indeed, in a word, did wrap up my soul 
and set me right again. 


CRITICISM AND ROMANCE. 


It is natural for novelists to rise superior to mere commo- 
That is what they are for—to delight us with ther 
invention. But it is unfortunate when their active imagination 


gets loose in the wrong place. For example, Miss May Sinclair, 


place facts. 


whom we all admire as novelist, has some remarkable things to 
say in the " Medical Press” of July 25th. Her article is en- 
titled “ The Spirits, Some Simpletons and Dr. Charles Mercier, 
and is a rather ecstatic review of the latter's recent book. The 
following are examples of these flights of fancy: 

1. “I have heard Sir Oliver Lodge inform the members of 
this Society (5. P. Н.) that scientific proof is ' cumulative, not 
therefore we have as good evidence fot 
We may confidently affirm—will- 


“crucial,” and that 
survival as for gravitation." 
out asking him—that Sir Oliver never said that. 

2. Miss Sinclair refers to “Sir Oliver Lodge's work on 
‘ Man's Place in the Universe, " and criticises it as “ the work 
thinker outside his own subject, is incapable of 
weighing evidence." Sir Oliver 
equanimity, for he did not write the book in question, The 
No doubt, a few hundrel 


of a who, 


will, no doubt, read "this with 


culprit was Dr. A. Russel Wallace. 
years hence, some descendant of а Shakespeare-Baconian wil 
find this issue of the " Medical Press” and will prove there 
from that Lodge and Wallace were either the same person or 
that they wrote all each other's books. 


J. А.Н. 


Vacrs are more useful when they contradict than when they | 
support received theories.—Sirk HUMPHREY Davy. 

Sours are, according to Thales, the motive forces of the 
DIOGENES LAERTIUS, 


universe, 


August 25, 1917.) 


THE ATLANTEANS AND TITANS 
Bv E. WirwsHunsT. 


— The Mosaic records, the “ Tim:eus " and “ Critias " of Plato, 
and the old Greek writers tell us of the fate of the wicked 
"Alanteans, Black Magic causing their destruction ; and the 
uithorities quoted in my article on page 239 on “Lost 
Atlintis” also describe the disorders caused by their descen- 
Wants, after the Flood, in their colonies in prehistoric Asia. 
] states that descendants of Noah fell away from his 

ngs, descended from India, journeyed from the East to 

uphrates апа in the plain of Shinar conspired to build a 

for an unhallowed purpose, which caused the Lord to 
confound their purpose and their speech. 

Great psychic and spiritual gifts were possessed by these 
immediate descendants of Atlantean Noah, and the sons of 
Shem long preserved them for good, but the sons of Ham soon 

d their divine gifts. Spiritualism 7s divine, but it may 
used for good or evil by mortals endowed with free will. The 

в of Ham—Cush, Phut, Canaan, Misraim, and Nimrod—soon 

loped into despotic, violent and oppressive rulers over the 
animal “homos” and half-breed progeny of the evil inter- 
between the sons of God (for Adam was a son of God 
Luke Wi. 38) and the daughters of men. Alexander 
or quotes Berosus of Babylon as recording that Chaldea 
very populous—its inhabitants being a mixture of nations, 
nd disorderly, who, by despotic kings, were reduced to 
er by arms. Tubal-cain was probably “ Alorus " of Berosus, 
1 ‘the Titan “ Vulcan” of the Greeks; and the learned 
Bochart thinks the name is equivalent to the Greek “ Chores-ur, 
1 “artificer by fire." Cain evidently emigrated om 
LA a far-distant “land of Nod” and married an animal- 
homo wife, whose son Enoch builded a city and whose descen- 
dant was Tubal-cain. 
айс worship (or the cult of the animal sex-organs) is 
сей by many to this debased period, and for thousands of 
"dominated religion, including that of the Hebrews; for 
Jacob erected the stone he had slept on and poured oil on it, 
tly as is now done in the East, and the worship of Baal- 
persistently broke out at intervals in Palestine, in spite of 
ти of pious kings like Josiah. The Book of Enoch states 
lat the descendants of righteous Seth began to intermarry with 
Ca нө women in anno mundi 1070—calling the former 
egori In the Greek version of the Septuagint the 
es are called “angels of God” (messengers). At this 
od the intercourse from the unseen was continuous, and 
unnatural to men. Melchizedek, Philliteon, and others 
materialised, ate and drank with men. Тһе Bible teems with 
counts of such events, as does classic history. David, much 
later, received spirit writings of plans; Solomon was a master 
Magician; Joseph, Moses, and the three wise grandsons of 
Judah (L. Kings iv., 31) all had psychic powers and were co- 
lemporaries of the Titans, giants, and demi-gods, of whose 
magic, good and bad, we read in the classical writers. 

From populous Babylon spread a tide of emigration, extend- 
ing naturally up the Euphrates to its sources and onwards to 

Black Sea coasts of Pontus and Cappadocia, and it is in 

regions that we first hear of the great royal clan after- 
ds known as the Titans, giants, and demi-gods. The Abbé 
on, doctor of the Sorbonne, and Breton historian of the 

s, says that the first historical mention of them was a 

nnamed Acmon, whom Stephen of Byzantium designates 
Acmon, son of Manneus”: his brother was Doeas, who 
an Augur, Druid, or Magi-cian, with occult powers. (In 
Breton, Doe or Deoi means a “divine ” (deva) as stated 
cydes. These names were unknown to the Greeks, 
famous in Pontic Cappadocia, where was the city 
with a Druidic grove consecrated to him as a hero and 

od 1; and from the “ Argonautica ” of Apollonius we read 

г е river Thermodon were the “ Plains of Doeas,” 

e granddaughter of Acmon was Themis, who gave 

to the eity of Themis-cyra, and who, like Deborah of 

і ү sa sibyl, prophetess, or medium. The Greek poets 

her and made her a “ Goddess of Justice.” Acmon 


DP GER T. 


and Doeas extended into Phrygia in Asia Minor before в.с. 2900, 
where was built the city Acmon, called by Cicero (in “ Oratio 
pro Flacco”) Acmonia, near which, he says, were Druidic groves, 
called “ Doeantes." 

Sanchoniathon, the Phcenician historian, who wrote before 
the siege of Troy, says that Acmon was regarded as a God-man 
and was called El-ion, or " the Most High," and that he was 
killed while hunting wild beasts and was then reckoned among 
the gods ; that sacrifices and oblations were then offered to him, 
and Druidic groves consecrated to him in Phrygia and Cappa- 
docia; and that these princes (not kings) were giants—great in 
bulk and power. Abbé Pezron says they were initiates in 
Black Magic, divinations, enchantments and charms. 

Abraham is said by chronologists to have left Ur of the 
Chaldees about 2150 s.c., or earlier according to Dr. Seiss, and 
his experiences with spirits are recorded and believed: it is 
equally eredible that other descendants of Noah's sons had the 
same psychic gifts and experiences, especially the giants so 
often mentioned in the Bible as existing as late as the days 
of David. The materialistic peoples of the West are very 
ignorant of the psychic faculties even now possessed by the 
men of the East, as recorded by M. Jacolliot, French judge 
in Pondicherry, India, and other writers. Og, King of Bashan, 
and Balak, King of Moab, were conquered by Moses, whose 
white magic was more powerful than that of their magi. 
Balaam's magnificent prophecy in favour of Israel testifies 
to his having psychic gifts as high as the prophets of 
Jehovah. The white magic exercised by Joshua, and the 
vibrations set up by the rams' horns, disintegrated the walls of 
Jericho; and the Anakin giants of Canaan, before whom the 
spies of Moses felt as grasshoppers (Numbers xii. 33), were 
powerless to withstand the greatly superior spiritual forces on 
the side of the invading Hebrews (Joshua xi. 21). Yet many 
who disbelieved in the non-Hebraic records of the Titans, 
ancestors of the Greeks and Romans, yield an unswerving belief 
in contemporaneous records of the magic of the Hebrews 
" because in the Bible." Both may be true. 


MESSAGE RECEIVED BY PLANCHETTE. 


'The communication below, which we give without comment, 
was received by us on Friday, the 17th inst. :— 

The following message came through planchette on August 
loth, 1917 :— 

Who is here ?— Fred and Harry. 

Which of you is writing ?—Harry. 

Have you been here long ?—Yes; we have been here all day 
trying to make you hear. 

What is it you want to tell me ?—We want to tell you that 
Archie has come over to us. He was killed on Monday (13th). 

Where was he killed ?—Arras. 

Does mother know ?—Not yet. 

Now, Harry, you know bad spirits have been here to-night. 
Were they here when you came ?— Yes, but your prayer drove 
them away. 

How am I to know that this is true ?—By believing. 
Good-night. In God's name this is true. 

Where is Archie now ?—He is sleeping. 

How was he killed ?—He was hit by a piece of shell and 
died at once. 

Where is Fred now ?— He is helping Archie to rest. 

I will pray for you.—Yes, Maggie, that will help us all. 

(Signed) — Mancanzr J. A. HYDE. 

Certified that the above planchette message was shown to 
me on the morning of August 16th, 1917. 

S. Ds BnarH, 
Captain, Staff for R.E. Services. 

August 16th, 1917. 

In forwarding the above for publication in LiGHT as a test 
ease, Miss Hyde and Captain De Brath state that they have 
had as yet no intimation (from the War Office. They add the 
subjoined information :— 


Frederic Hull Hyde was a corporal 52nd' Battery R.F.A 
killed at Le Cateau August 26th, 1914. Harry Hughes Hyde 
was a gunner R.F.A., died April, 1916. Archibald John Hyde 
joined the R.F.A. September, 1914, and went to the front 
March, 1915; was last serving in Battery D58; 


locality 
unknown, 
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А СЕМЕКАТІОМ АСО, 
(From “Ілснт” or Avcus1 
Tt is becoming daily more apparent tl 
Mus forms is leavening the literature of moment 
ш we look back to the materialism which has saturated the 
e of imagination for so many years ; when we remember 
the gospel according to “John Halifax” has been the 
sr g sgent in that literature for a whole generation 
me think of the glorified animalism which has run 
wih maudlin sentimentality, as the companion to 


when we recall the Belfast 
> world gene 


lect how 


ie colours inverted and dimmed ; 
sof Professor Tyndall— delivered 
wasaware of how he loved his Bible- 
iruggle was then between heterodoxy and ‹ 
П matter and spirit—when all this come 
salt to realise that now “ Phantasins of the 
8 Mudie’s catalogue as Mr. Laing’ 
1 Modern Thought.” Yet it is so, and the f 
, demanding very earnest considerati 


—From “ Unspiritual Spiritualism 


fore tl 


and recol 


ty PRoPHEsYING.— The “Christ 
uses in that kind of interpretation 
‘identified with Dr. Ё Crown-court, | 
conclusion that the signs of the times ү 
not, indeed, the Popery which frightene 
"Russell into writing the Durham Let 
e editor is very careful to describe 
should be interesting to Spiritual 
із, аз yet, only an infant compared to its 
opment as the full-grown Scarlet Woman, which will be 
palition of Popery, Mohammedanism, Hindooism, 
&e., and will be the Established * 


Cumming, « 


future 


alism, 


MENTAL EFFECTS OF MUSIC. 


A suddenly asked him if he did not see 


“Of a truth I did,” he replied. 
fille, but more than a hundred years ago— among pr 
ns and Donnas with trains, pointed shoes, por 
йде,” returned Schumann ; “ our visions were 
very city!” 
Grillparzer, the dramatic poet, 
ivifying power of music in the case ‹ 
He had worked it out more than half in his head 
ı һе was prevented from going on with it by many hindrances 
iis mother’s death, illness, travel, domestic contrarieties, &c., 
ШЇ years bad elapsed; then when he essayed to it he 
that he had forgotten the plan he had formed and was 
fo go on with it since he had made no notes of his 
During the earlier period he һай played the classical 
honies on the piano with his mother while his mind was 
engrossed with the framing of his play, and it so 
pened when in later years he took them up again he found 
at the strains of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven brought 
them the forgotten scheme in all its details. Their 
се revived what he had thought was buried beyond recall 
set to work and finished the play. 
_ Pédrone of Padua notes that one of his patients not 
Fa rienced separate keys as of different colours, which is 
uncommon occurrence, but that every instrument 
ed аз а different colour. Thus, he heard the pisno as 
he clarinet as red, the saxophone as yellow, the guitar 


п yellow, the kettledrum as a chocolate brown. 
* Reason." 


s, Åc.” 
identical 
had reason to thank 


f his great tri 


finish 
а 


ution or Mr. James W. Suarre.—aAs we go to press 

"with regret of the demise of Mr. James W. Sharpe, 

name and work will be known to many of our 

was notable not only for his ability as an advocate 

chic omena, but also as a mathematician of excep- 

al skill who bas contributed greatly to the advance of the 

€ give elsewhere in this issue a brief memorial 
friend of the deceased gentleman. 


LIGHT: 


A QUESTION FOR FATHER VAUGHAN 


MAINTENANCE AND ADVERTISEMENT 
COMPENSATION FUND. 


“LIGHT” 


We have 


Riad 
inkind develops, as 
and stror eer, it 
nore of the 
understand l 
W. LEADEEATEE 
Lecat DROLLERY 
no defer 


natur 
mposing ot 
not know what is “sug 
) Baron Pollock, 
cannot define. “You з 
" But what is repiies the 
vaguest idea what it is,” retort 
поё to deal with it.”"—*" Psychic 
tion," by Dr. E. T. Ро кш 
Marrer axb Conscrot 
infinite in an infinite 
conceptions of the nature and qual 
vague and uncertain. Jn speaking of God as 
conception in many minds implies the opposite of matter, the 
difficulty has been even to apprehend wbat is meant by spirit 
To-day, with the new views of matter emerging as a result of 
a fuller investigation of it, there is mowing a clearér under- 
standing of what is meant by the term God. However 
ing matter may be, however much it may appear and « 
appear, there must be something behind and underneath it 
which 1з real. Matter is а mode of Divine Being. As such it 
is related to Being; and all the permutations of matter become 
so many expressions of consciousness. We cannot, therefore, 
predicate that what we know as the universe is the only form 
of manifestation of Infinite Being. — From * Constructive 
Spiritualism,” by W. Н. Evans, —— 


the law 


Science and Barbarie 


must be 
Uur 


sxess.— Infinite Being 
of ways and directions 
y of God are frequently 
which 


variety 


spirit 
I , 


chang- 
1 


THE PROGRESS OF PSYCHIC SCIENCI 


П t ex] lel I 
7 nded ui | 
nalit { f tl 7 [ 
under oertait І ions f ti dead Í itl 
th t ng ir t І Ви! n to investigation 
of the au { and ir ed ty as tot 7 tec 
by the evidence, ! d р‹ tent botl t! 1 t { 
official re І d the d nant (t TI t | 
of ‹ It very difficult t et ‹ t fact bea 
ng upon pre siling r« юп I nt ti nd of reli и 
t th« | alr ly all the truth about 


people that are quits 
t present to 


things unseen and eternal whi 

know And equally difficult it is to get a revolutionary di 
very recognised by men of science who assume the adequac 

and indisput ibility of the w ng hypothesi have 

satisfied them for yea N T th, t the patient 

and persevering « t f В Wm. F. Barrett, Sir O 

L , and other men of jue mabli entific | tion & 


well as of religi 18 Col tior the pr au ind oppi tion 
against 5p tualism is beir 1 10 depres n down 

all psyc al researche t n ulmitted as indisputably 
proved that, in connection wit ипе pé onveniently 
specified as ` psy uper-normal phenomena sometimes 


occur (raps, levitation of objects without bodily contact, auto 
indicate intelligence and will, but 
which are not produced by the con jus will of those person 


themselh 


matic writings, &c,), which 


J. Bruce Wattace, M.A., in “The Christian 


Commonwealth 


GLIMPSES, 


at a certain station on one of the 


A few mornings 
tube railways, a man entered the train carrying several ba 
The scent of fresh 


skets 


of strawberries and an armful of carnations 


fenit and flowers filled the car, and the warm, lifeless air became 


garden. The electric 


sweet as with the odours of some « 
lights, the advertisements and the 
seemed to fade away, and blue sky and sunshine hung abov« 
the speeding cars, the hum of insects and the notes of birds 
replaced the hollow reverberations of the tube, and the allure 
hythm of the journey 


of a life with Nature entered into the ті 


Similarly there are moments when by 


Cityward 


cliance—it may be the sight of a cloud, a leaf, or a moving form 
the mind is led to an intuitive recognition of a deeper 


Some 


thing that stirs the soul, For a brie f spac e we are the possessors 
of a purified and intensified consciousness, which enables us to 


escape from the fetters of sense and self and enter into the realm 


of spirit, The superficial, museum-like world we have ereated for 
ourselves is transcended, and we pass into a greater and more 


comprehensive one whose essence is Reality 
Anruun BUTCHER 


Мүк Олук Lovers ApokRESS AT HAMPSTEAD GARDE? 


We are asked to state that the paragraph from the 


SUBURB. 
` (repro lnced by 


" Daily News 
is on page 256 in the absence of any spe 


referring to the above addre 
| report) is incorrect 


inasmuch as it ia calculated to convey the impression that Sir 


Oliver favours the idea of seeking advice 
problems from the great men of the past, a notion which 
quite foreign to his views and rather representa what he 
depre ates 

Tue influences affe 


on present-day 


is 


ing phenomena are « xLremel y 


Bat I have rep моу learn 
The unuttered thoughts, 


present at a 


and imperfectly known 
from practical stady and experience 


the will, the animus, of persons promiscuously 


sitting for phenomena, have an effect upon their character and 
facility of production, which is none the less potent be 
occult and ineredible to the unprepared mind ] have known 
a modium —whose honesty was never question d, and in whom 


presence the most indubitable phenomena would readily oceur 
to be medially paralysed 


31184 


under the severest test conditions 

by the presence of two or three persons, each bringing, perhaps 

an adverse spiritual environment, and not only intent on the 

detection of fraud, bot earnestly hoping to find it Крк 
" 


Mamogwt in " The Belentific Basis of Spiritualism 


DIGH i Angust 25, 19 
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JAMES WILLIAM HARP 
[81 f І 19 
mir j 7 Í { 
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iety © in | Пу remem { Í ] 
n M | ‹ He vet { ’ 
thir t t ТАР at І far if 
I to ер ш nt na , 
hen I came to see him The I í 
and the width of ! knowled І 
made him the mo del tfu ҮТ { Í That 1 
never ur him d І the phil 
ТТ h he w › deeply interested, | 
irreparable personal | 1 ows eat Í { 
effect of his original vi« ind t i 
events, and I shall nev« forget the « 
entered into the di І т of matter ni Í t 
and the immense trouble he tool ith t pro f my 
Although he was noft trong in healt ‹ 
Godalming, bis many intereste enabled neverthe 
much enjoyment out of life 
К, E. К 
SIGNS AND PORTENTS. 
А ®товү ow VISIONS т (i i 
The " Daily Expr + spe al corre pondent t G 
writing in the issue of that paper for the 20t nst Л 
А strange spiritual obs m has laid | 1 of the 
hundreds of persons in this little riv« le бо ho « t 
ally assert th or several r ts past ‚ : 
fte low of in T ad thi ; А $ 
apparitions, angel n form, have appeared t 
wings outspr« ul, imme liately )ove the t 
river 
At first it was thought the pposed ang { 
planes, but this theory was d pelled v the tat 


П { б £ Г i 
and the absence of the familia уппа of 


tude 

Eye-witnesses tell me that they could neit l» 
deny the evidence of their sense А were they 
regard what they Have гет AS meri у d it I al Е 
by the cloud 

One said, S am neithi i are 
piritaal phenomena, but at the same time I І aw t 
figures outlined againsta rainbow wl T edit 
to Gastave Dor pictures of celestial n What t 

ree І t t f g 


passes my compre hension., Of 


that they were cloud shapes, 


they were, three of them, and, just 
people say they could read the P i { 
over their head 

Such is the state of tł pub mind t tt 
angel they are called, talked the t 
nd, while mn ire d sive and fa поч t { 
astonishing t not the « І t y in ! { 
regard ti matter, standing about / t r 


Uxpxg& the title "Кіа! Mi Scias Ke La 
" How I Know the Dead Retarn th« 


Esperanto Society has published —not f І t - з 
tribute to one of the greatest Esperanti te transeat t 
Esperanto of the record of personal ex, é nt i 


the late Mr. W. T, Stead to the 
1909, and reprinted by him in his pi 


Jan агу, 
Death,” the enlarged edition of " Letters from Julia 


